11 MAR 2002
Abdul | ah- Si ngapore
S| NGAPORE AGREES TO ACCEPT NOTE ON MALAYSI A' S CONCERN

PUTRAJAYA, March 11 (Bernanma) -- Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul I ah Ahmad Badawi sai d t oday Si ngapore has agreed to accept any notes
from Mal aysia regarding the latter's fears about the possibl e negative
i npact of the I and recl amati on works at Pul au Tekong, bordering Mal aysi an
wat er s.

Briefing the nedia after an hour-1ong neeting with his Singaporean
counterpart, Lee Hsien Loong, here, Abdullah said that Lee expressed the
republic's willingness if Ml aysia has any proof that such activity is
detrimental to Malaysia's interests.

"He said that Singapore is prepared to accept a note fromMal aysi a
explaining all matters that are viewed as affecting our stand or the areas
borderi ng Si ngapore and Mal aysi a, " Abdul | ah sai d.

Yest erday, Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said that
Si ngapor e shoul d not just brush aside fears on the effects of the
reclamation works inits waters

He was replying to an earlier statenent by the Singapore Foreign
M ni stry which appreared to di smss Malaysia's fears on the negative
affects of the reclamation.

Over the past week, the reclamation i ssue had added to a |ist of
bilateral issues between the two countries with Mal aysia voi cing fears that
Si ngapore's activities may narrowthe waterway that separates the two
countries and al so affect the ecol ogy and |ivelihood of fishernenin the
ar ea.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad had said that Kual a
Lunmpur want ed an assurance fromSi ngapore that the recl amati on woul d not
af fect the deepest point of the straits which was vital for shipping.

Abdul | ah sai d Mal aysi a had al ready started surveying the area and woul d
provi de any proof to Singapore on the possible effects.

"If there is anything that confirns our fears, we will tell themand
they are prepared to accept the note," he said.

Abdul | ah said that prior to this, Ml aysia, through the Foreign
M nistry, had sent a note to Singapore stating that the reclamati on works
had encroached i nt o Mal aysi an wat ers but Si ngapore had rebutted this claim

He said that at today' s meeting, Lee naintai ned Si ngapore's stance that
the reclamation was within its territorial waters, that it would not affect
the ecol ogy and that it was Singapore's right to carry out such activity.

"But | have al so specified the points, of the concern of Ml aysia of
the possible side affects as the result of the reclamation. It may al so
have some ot her affects, we don't know," he said.

Asked whether the issue will affect bilateral rel ations between the two

nei ghbours, Abdullah said: "If we don't nanage any i ssue properly, thenit
will sour relations. At the nonent, | don't believe it has soured
relations."

On the sal e of water to Singapore, Abdull ah said Ml aysi a had al ready
replied to Singapore on the matter.

He sai d Mal aysi a hoped t hat both sides could have a neeti ng soon

"As far as Malaysia is concerned, | think nore or | ess we al ready have
our negotiating position, sonething which serves as the basis for
negotiation," he said.

In January this year, Singapore said that it had asked Mal aysia to set
out its position on outstanding issues, including water supply, and was



still awaiting a reply.

Bot h si des have yet to reach a new price for the water whi ch Mal aysi a
had been suppl yi ng since the 60s.

Mal aysi a only charged the republic three sen per thousand gall ons (one
gal l on equal s about 4.5 litres) of raw water and had asked for a reasonable
price.

Lee is on a three-day visit here at the invitation of Abdullah, who
made an official visit to the republic |last year.

Later, Lee called on Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad at
his office, here.
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