21/ 06/ 2002

PM s speech a wake-up call

"I NSPI RING sincere and honest." This was how Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s address yesterday was descri bed by Umo and Bari san Nasi onal

| eaders, who al so regarded the Umo president's speech as a rem nder to
the Mal ays to change for the better.

Umo deputy president Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi said the party
was not afraid of |losing popularity for its criticismof the Ml ays
because history had proven that such criticismwas necessary.

The Deputy Prine Mnister said if Umo wanted to be popular by giving in
to all that the Ml ays wanted, the race would not have progressed.

"Umo is like a strict teacher. A strict teacher may not be popul ar but
at the end of the day, the student comes back and says "thank you'," he
sai d.

On Dr Mahathir's conment that the decline of the social and cul tural
val ues anong the Mal ays coul d cause the coll apse of the Malay race,

Abdul | ah said parents played an inportant role in guiding their children.
Cerakan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k described the speech as
"very inspiring", adding the Umo president did the right thing by pushing

for the Malays to change for the better.

"He al so rem nded the Malays to stick to the fundanmental teachings of
Islamand to keep to a noderate view," noted Lim who is also Primary
I ndustries M nister.

Dr Limsaid the nedical-trained Prine Mnister should know how to
di agnose the problens of the Malays and offer treatnent.

Umo vice-president Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said Dr Mahathir wanted
the Malays to work hard for their own good.

"The Mal ays should not be overly protected and our Prine M nister
bel i eves the Ml ays can stand on their own."

Naj i b, however, said the Governnent could not renove all the tenets
contained in the National Econom c Policy and special privileges of the
Mal ays.

"There nust be gradual understanding anong the races in the country to
enabl e the Mal ays to succeed further."

Naji b said Dr Mahat hir was not seeking popularity with his speech, but
results.

"He wants the Malays to be at par (with) and respected by other races.
He knows this will not happen overnight as these are not cosnetic changes.

"It is not a hopeless call and the Ml ays nmust be united before they can
expect positive results.”

Naj i b sai d changing the Malay m ndset could not be achieved within a
short period of tinme.

Umo vi ce-president Tan Sri Mihyiddin Yassin said although the party
president's advice was hard-hitting, delegates should view it positively.

He said Dr Mahathir was trying to inject new spirit into the party and
the conmunity to ensure the country was ready to face the chall enges of a
borderl ess worl d.

"There are no differences whatsoever between the ninds of the Ml ays and
other races,” he said. "W are not inferior in any way. The problemis we
are not maxim sing our potential.”

Umo Yout h chief Datuk H shammuddi n Hussein said the Mal ays shoul d shed
t hei r narrow m ndedness and realise they are noving into a borderl ess
envi ronnent .



"The young are the nost inportant group now," he said. "They nust
resol ve to make the necessary changes and prepare thensel ves to be the
| eaders of tonorrow "

Wanita chief Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz said wonen in the country nust be
aware of discrimnatory and “~man-made' |aws, especially those forml ated
by Pas.

She said Pas | eaders, especially Terengganu Menteri Besar Datuk Seri
Abdul Hadi Awang, had been harping on the so-called qisas and hudud wi th
t he hope they could renew public interest in the party.

"Pas has been tal ki ng about hudud for nmany years and realising that the
general election nmay be near, they have begun tal king about it again. This
is just part of their political ploy to gain support.”

M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu said Dr Mahathir's advice on
efforts to strengthen famly institutions should be heeded not only by the
Mal ays but by other races, too.

He said the Mal ays should take to heart such advice, which was ained at
uplifting their living standards.

"I fully support whatever has been said by Dr Mahathir as he nmeans wel |
and wants to see nore progress to be nmade not only by the Malays but al so
other races in the country.”

The Mal ays, he added, nust nove forward in order to remain conpetitive
and conpetent. "All races in the country nust hel p one another for unity
and strength.”

Rel i gi ous adviser to the Prine Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Hamd O hman said
t he Mal ays nust never |ose sight of the fundanentals that formthe basis
of their lives.

"The Mal ays nust never forget these fundanentals or they will becone
weak and be in disarray, in the world and the hereafter,” he said.

Supreme Council menber and Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar
said Dr Mahathir was frank, sincere and forthright in his view about the
need for the Malays to change their attitude.

Today' s keynote address, he said, would be renenbered for a long tine as
it touched on the Ml ays' future.

"The Mal ays nust be prepared to change their mndset. They nust not
think they will have the privileges and rights forever," he said.

Perak Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli Chazali said Mal ays mnust
learn to stand on their own.

He added the Mal ays shoul d | earn new technol ogi es and increase their
know edge to conpete with others.

Umo veteran Tan Sri Aziz Tapa said Ml ays had adopted change but
t he process had been sl ow.

"They will change, usually when there is pressure around them" he said,
addi ng that Mal ays took a longer tine to change than ot her races because
things are relatively easy for them

Aziz said one way to ensure the Mal ays becone receptive to change was to
keep on telling themto do so.
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