24/ 10/ 2002

“Research herbal nedicine'

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The tinme has cone for Malaysia to carry out
systematic research and analysis into herbal nedicine, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d today.

The Prime Mnister said Malaysia was rich in biological resources and
had the potential to extract mnedicine from herbs.

He said the Health Mnistry had conpiled a book on herbs used in nedica
treatnment but noted that the process was not scientific.

"It is due to luck that some people are cured using herbal nedicine. W
don't know what ingredient in the herb worked," he said.

Dr Mahathir said active ingredients should be extracted from herbs and
research conducted on it.

He was speaki ng before | aunching the Cancer Research Initiatives
Foundation (Carif) here.

Carif, set up early last year, is the first independent non-profit
cancer research organi sation focusing on research into cancer and
devel opi ng new di agnosti c therapeutic tools.

It also explores the rich |ocal biodiversity for potential anti-cancer
dr ugs.

"If there is a lack of effort on our part, someone from sone ot her
country will use the herb and find a cure for cancer and patent it for
intell ectual property despite the fact that the herb came from Ml aysi a.
They will make tons of noney by selling the nedicine.”

Citing an exanmple, he said, the periw nkle flower from Madagascar was
taken out of the country by soneone from a devel oped country and devel oped
as a cure for a certain kind of cancer. "Madagascar gets nothing."

Dr Mahathir said although the Governnent had deci ded that Ml aysi an
herbs could not be taken out of the country, "it is difficult to stop
peopl e from stealing our plants".

"We are quite adept at stealing plants fromother countries. W have to
be careful as by having done that (stealing plants fromothers), we do not
want others to steal our plants.™

Dr Mahathir was referring to rubber trees fromBrazil and oil palmfrom
West Africa. "Both these countries do not have the trees anynore and we
produce about 13 million tonnes of palmoil.

"However, people can conme to Mal aysia to conduct research. W are
setting up a bio-valley with three institutes | ooking at data, genom cs
and bi o-technol ogy.

"I'ndividual s too can nmake use of the intensified research priority areas
fund to carry out research. Organisations like Carif could benefit from
the fund. Al though the Government is financing Carif, the private sector
shoul d show that they care by contributing as well.

"The two main contributors to Carif are Petronas Bhd and Yayasan Lim"

Dr Mahathir said cancer had become the "biggest killer" in the country
after heart disease.

VWil e doctors and researchers had been trying for years to find a cure
for cancer, reseachers had lately found nedicines that could retard the
growm h of the disease, he said.

Dr Mahathir hoped Carif will help Ml aysian identify the cause for
cancer and find treatnment for it.

"But we should not think of achieving this in a short space of tine.
Research takes a long tinme and |ots of noney."
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