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Check noral decadence anmpng Mal aysi an yout h

van Ahmad Shi hab | smai

THE current state of norality of the Ml aysian youth is cause for grave
concern. If previously, subjects Iike pre-marital sex, co-habitation out
of wedl ock, honpbsexuality and prom scuity were subjects that were taboo
and rarely spoken of in public, much less matters of common practi ce,
nowadays it seens such things are quickly becom ng the norm

I find it nost disturbing that, anong other things, young nmen and wonen
tal k of consensual pre-marital sex and living together w thout so nuch as
an eyebrow rai sed or even a hint of shane.

VWhat has happened to our val ue systenf \What has happened to things like
tradition, honour and sanctity of marriage? Have we forsaken all our
values in favour of lifestyles clearly of foreign origin, in the name of
progress and nodernity?

Most of us who place inportance on values, culture and tradition are by
no means prudes. W are all for a healthy and positive attitude towards
sex, sexuality and the human body.

We are not religious zealots and we certainly do not advocate
segregation of the sexes or |ocking wonmen up in the nanme of chastity.

Yet it must be acknow edged that a |ine has to be drawn sonewhere. There
has to be a limt to this cultural erosion that we see happeni ng before
us. At some point, it is inperative that we ask ourselves how nuch deeper
into this hedonistic whirlpool will we let our youth sink before we say
enough i s enough

It nust be renenbered that how we nould our youth today wi |l deterni ne
t he shape of our nation tonmorrow. W need only to |l ook at certain
devel oped nations in Asia to see the grave repercussions of forsaking our
val ues as we becone increasingly nore affluent and prosperous.

In these countries, which were once upon a tinme rich in tradition
culture and values of their own, it can be clearly observed that |arge
segnents of society have taken to blindly aping the Wst to a point where
they are often | abelled nore Western than the West.

Such is not the case with Malaysia yet. It is heartening to note that
when Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad unveil ed our bl ueprint
towar ds achi eving the status of a devel oped nation, Vision 2020 nmakes
provisions for the formati on and preservati on of a whol esonme society.

It nust be our aim as we strive for physical and material devel opnment,
to ensure that we inculcate into our society the inportance of cultura
val ues and traditions. The question is, where do we begin to instil these
val ues?

Cl early, education begins at home. Parents nust be firmin inparting
t hese val ues and they nust be unconprom sing in teaching their children
what is right and wong. There is no roomfor fear of being regarded "un-
cool"; or not "trendy"; because you refuse to accept behaviour that is
clearly inmmoral .

Mal aysi ans, regardless of race and religion, nmust see to it that they
inculcate in their young the right attitudes and values. Al of the main
religions and cultures in Ml aysia propagate good noral val ues such as the
i nportance of famly and the sanctity of nmarriage and renounce such
imoral activities as pre-marital and illicit sex and prom scuity. W nust
instil these values in our children

Say what you may about these Asian values; one thing is obvious for al
to see. These val ues have kept our society whol e and have seen us through



to where we are today. If we have been lulled by our own success, perhaps
it's tine we are awakened to the reality that if we do not do sonething
fast, the values that we hold dearly will soon becone a thing of the past.
Inits place will be a society we can barely recogni se as our own. W
must start now to ensure that our society does not continue to succunb to
noral decadence, and that the Malaysian society of the future is one we
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