24/ 09/ 2002

Chi na checki ng out halal products in Kedah

ALOR STAR, Mon. - A trade delegation fromChina will visit Kedah next
month to look into the possibility of inporting Ml aysian halal neat and
food products.

Chi nese anbassador Hu Zhengyue said the market for halal food in China
was trenmendous considering the fact that country had a Mislim popul ation
of nore than 20 mllion

"The nunber of Muslins in China is far nore than the popul ati on here and
that is why there is a great market for halal products,” he said after
payi ng a courtesy call on Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed
Zain at Wsna Darul aman here today.

Zhengyue had an audience with the Sultan of Kedah earlier, followed by a
visit to the birthplace of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad

Zhengyue was acconpani ed by the Chi nese Enbassy's first secretary, M
M ngqgi ang, and third secretary Liu Jianlin.

They are in Kedah on a three-day official visit.

Zhengyue was inpressed with the nanagenent and facilities at the Hal al
Food Hub at Paya Pahl awan, which is a joint venture between the State
Gover nment and Aman Agro- preneurs Sdn Bhd.

They are al so expected to visit the KulimHi -Tech Park in Kulim the
Pul au Payar marine park and Langkaw .

He said the trade del egation would |l ook into other agricultural business
interests in Kedah such as the integrated tiger prawn farm ng project in
Ker pan

Zhengyue sai d the Chi nese Governnent placed great enphasis on the
agriculture sector although the country was novi ng towards
i ndustrialisation.

Meanwhi | e, Syed Razak said Muslinms from China should consider transiting
at the Sultan Abdul Ham d airport in Kepala Batas when haj flights are
i ntroduced there.

He said there were plans for haj flights at the airport when expansi on
work at the termnal and runway extension was conpl et ed.
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