02 SEPT 2002
Mahat hi r- Engl i sh
CHI NESE ASSCCI ATl ONS WANT ENGLI SH TO BE USED | N SECONDARY SCHOCOLS ONLY

PUTRAJAYA, Sept 2 (Bernamm) -- Two associ ations representing the
Chi nese conmunity met Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad t oday
to present their viewthat the teaching of Mathematics and Science in
Engl i sh shoul d be i npl enented only in the secondary school s.

Dr Mahat hir said the Associ ated Chi nese Chanber of Commerce and
I ndustry Mal aysi a and the Federation of C ans and Associ ations of Ml aysi a,
whi ch represents seven Chi nese associ ations, felt that it woul d be easier
for the primary school pupils to understand the two subjects intheir
not her tongues.

"I't doesn't matter, we'll listento their views and that of everyone
Then we will study all the views thoroughly," he told a nedi a conference
after the one-hour nmeeting with 20 representatives of the two bodies at his
office, here

He said the two associ ati ons supported the governnent's nove to raise
the standard of English by suggesting various nmethods |ike increasing the
periods for Englishing and havi ng a new curricul um

Dr Mahat hir said the governnent had made preparations for the teaching
of the two subjects in English next year using information technol ogy.

Thi s method stressed nore on the rol e of the teacher as a facilitator
usi ng the course-ware provided as a teachi ng tool without needi ng to have
full command of the | anguage

"Wth this nethod, the students only have to | earn the subjects guided
by the progranme on the screen or wall. The teacher, as facilitator, only
has to press the button. Both the students and the teacher get to | earn
t hrough thi s nethod," he said.

He said that what worried hi mnow was whet her the government could
channel all the course-ware and ot her technical assistance to the schools
concer ned before next year.

He said the Education Mnisty had only four nonths left to prepare the
teaching aids for supply to all the schools.

The ministry was now studying the best "course-ware" for the schools.

"I'f we cannot make it, we will inform(the public). Any decision wll
be announced | ater. What | hope is that the governnent's decision wll not
be viewed as favouring any party," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the government had tried to have uniformty in the
country's education systemby setting up the national school s but they were
not wel | -received.

He said that only two per cent of the Chinese community and three per
cent of the Indian community sent their children to the national schools
whi |l e the Mal ays preferred to send their childrento the religi ous schools.

He sai d that whenever the governnment wanted to i ntroduce sonething in
the national schools, the other schools nmust also follow suit to create
uni formty.

"The Chi nese educati on associations nust accept that this is Ml aysi a,
not Chi na, Taiwan or Singapore. As such, its education systmnust have
uniformty," he said.

Not only did the governnent have no i ntension to abolish the Chinese
school s but such a nove was al so not pernmitted by the country's | aws, he
sai d.

ACCCl M president Tan Sri Li mGuan Teck said the associ ati on appreci at ed
the prime minister's willingness to hear their views on the nmatter



He sai d that the association agreed in principlethat the standard of
English in schools shoul d be i nproved and fully supported t he governnent's
efforts to raise the command of English anong t he students.

He said the Chinese primary schools had shown good results in Science
and Mat hematics and t he association felt that this shoul d be nmai ntai ned.

However, it had no objections if the two subjects were taught in
English in the secondary school s next year, he added.
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