24 APR 2002
I ncest - Qpi ni on
CHI NESE COVMUNI TY LEADERS SUPPORT WHI PPl NG FOR | NCEST OFFENDERS

KUCHI NG, April 24 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad' s suggesti on to i npose public whi ppi ng on i ncest of fenders has
recei ved overwhel m ng support fromChi nese community | eaders i n Sarawak.

One of the | eaders, Kapitan Tan Tuan Yee of Kenyal ang Park, here, said
pobl i ¢ whi ppi ng shoul d serve as an effective deterrent to cope with the
i ncreasi ng nunber of incest cases reported in the last four years, 1,369 to
dat e.

"The i ncest of fenders shoul d get the maxi mum puni shnent of public
whi ppi ng shoul d they be found guilty. They deserve the puni shnent for their
shanel ess acti on on i nnocent victins who are their own flesh and bl ood," he
tol d Bernama t oday.

Dr Mahathir was reported as sayi ng on Monday t hat the government was
willing to consider public whipping for those who committed incest if the
peopl e gave it the mandate to carry it out but he felt that the best
def ence was to inculcate the society with val ues and noral s.

Anot her community | eader, Kapitan Poh Tze Hang of Foochow Road No 1,
sai d publ i c whipping woul d be the best way to give the i ncest offenders a
good scare before they even considered conmitting the crine.

"I give my full support tothe prinme mnister's notionto curb the
i ncest problemfromworseni ng. Such i nhuman act could only contribute to
the country's social degradation. It istinmeto put astoptoit," he said.

Kuchi ng Samar ahan Di vi si on Chi nese Associ ati on's Wnen Secti on chai rman
Lee Peck Cheng al so | auded the proposal.

" Speaki ng on behalf of nmy fellowladies, | agreeit's time for the
shanel ess of fenders to be puni shed by public whipping. It would serve as a
rem nder to woul d-be offenders to think tw ce before conmtting the crine,"”
she sai d.

She sai d, however, that fanmly values and religion were still the
answer to elimnating the root cause of incest.

Acknow edgi ng that incest occurred anmong all races, Lee said that nost
Chi nese i ncest cases went unreported due to the traditional belief of
"saving the famly's face".

Meanwhi | e, Sarawak Chan C an Associ ati on secretary Chan Chi aw Yamsai d
he concurred with the prime minister that there was no guarantee that
stiffer penalties would stop offenders totally fromcomitting the
despi cabl e act.

"I agree to stiffer penalties but I doubt that public whippingis the
ultimate answer to tackle the problem™ he said.

Chan added that the identities of the victins would be known if the
of fender s recei ved publ i ¢ whi ppi ng, causi ng nore phychol ogical traumato
the victins.
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