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Mahat hi r- Engl i sh

CHI NESE SCHOOL PUPI LS NEED TO TAKE TWO PAPERS FOR SCl ENCE, MATHS
- DRM

KUALA LUWPUR, Cct 31 (Bernama) -- Chinese prinmary school pupils need to
take two di fferent exam nation papers for the Standard Si x Assessnment Test
(UPSR) for Science and Mat hematics foll ow ng the i npl enentation of the
policy to teach the two subjects in English next year, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d t oday.

The Prine M nister said they need to sit for Science and Mathenatics in
Mandarin and Engli sh as the two subj ects woul d be taught i n the | anguages.

Speaki ng at a nmedi a conference after chairing the Bari san Nasional (BN
suprene council neeting, he said, the four Chinese-based BN conponent
parties accepted the policy to teach Science and Mat hematics in English
wi th some nodifications.

He said the Chinese schools would reduce the periods for certain
subjects to allocate tine to teach Sci ence and Mat hermatics i n English

The four parties -- MCA, GCerakan, Sarawak United People's Party and
Sabah Progressive Party -- were given a week to cone up with a suitable
formul a on the net hod of teaching the two subjects in English after its
i mpl enent ati on was agreed upon at the | ast BN suprene council neeting on
Cct 29.

MCA President Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik told reporters after the
nmeeting that Chi nese school pupils would only take the Science and
Mat hemat i cs paper in mandarin i n UPSR exani nati on under t he common syl | abus
for the two subjects.

He said the Science and Mathematics test in English would only be held
as an internal exam nation at the school |evel

At the nedia conference, Dr Mahat hir said the nodifications proposed by
t he Chi nese-based BN conmponents to i npl enent the teaching of Science and
Mat hermati cs in English did not affect the policy agreed to by the
gover nnment .

The proposed nodi fications include reductions in the periods for
Mandari n, physical and noral education, he said.

"The periods for Mandarin has been reduced from15 to 12, physical and
nor al educati on has been cut by one period, respectively," he said.

Wth the nodifications, the weekly periods in Chinese primry school s
woul d be ni ne for Bahasa Mal aysi a (no change), 12 for Mandarin (less three
periods), two for English (no change), six for Mathematics in Mandarin and
four for Mathematics in English and three periods each for Science in
Mandarin and Engli sh.

The periods for noral education has been reduced to four (less one
period) while the period for physical education has been cut to two (Il ess
one peri od).

Dr Mahat hir sai d under the nodifications, the weekly periods for
Chi nese primary school s have been i ncreased to 50 from46.

Replying to a question, he said, the exam nation in two different
| anguages for Sci ence and Mat hermatics for Chi nese primary school s nmi ght be
i mpl emented for four to five years.

Asked whet her the proposals would be a burden to pupils, he said, it
was a different matter but the governnent had given nmore time up to 50
periods a aweek for Chinese primary school s.
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