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CHI RAC ASSURES MAHATHI R HE W LL HELP SCOLVE PALESTI NI AN PROBLEM

By: Mkhail Raj Abdullah

COPENHAGEN, Sept 23 (Bernama) -- French President Jacques Chirac has
gi ven an assurance to Mal aysian Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad that he will use his influence and do whatever he can to find a
| asting solution to the Pal estinian issue.

Chirac al so told Dr Mahathir that he shared the |latter's deep concern
over the seige of Pal estinian | eader Yasser Arafat's headquarters in the
West Bank and the need for intervention to stop the current conflict.

The assurance cane during a four-eyed nmeeting between the two | eaders
on the sidelines of the ongoing Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM, Foreign
M ni ster Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar told journalists.

Both | eaders agreed during the 20-m nute meeting that |srael should
stop its aggression in the West Bank and that prolonged nmilitary action
woul d only serve to create nore suicide bonbers, said Syed Hami d.

They agreed that "getting rid of Arafat is not going to solve the
probl emand t hat what ever deci si ons on t he Pal esti ni an | eader shi p nmust be
deci ded by the peopl e thensel ves and not i nposed on them " the m nister
sai d.

Syed Hamid said Dr Mahathir had asked Chirac and the Europeans to use
their influence to urge the United States to find a |l ong-1asting political
solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

O herwise, it would continue to create a | ot of anger and
di ssatisfaction in the Arab and Musli mworld, he said.

Chirac's commitment to hel p comes just days after Dr Mahathir wote to
hi murging for Western | eaders to intervene to resolve the Israeli seige of
Arafat's headquarters.

Syed Hani d said the French president al so shared Dr Mahathir's concern
over the yet-to-be resolved i ssue of providing a separate honel and for the
| ong-suffering Pal estinians.

He said Dr Mahathir and Chirac agreed on the urgent need for a
political solution to the Palestinian issue and that it should not be
treated as a security issue.

"Killing and suppressing the Pal estinians forcibly will not bring about
| aw and order in the West Bank,"” the minister saidinreferenceto lsrael's
hi gh-handed and mlitary response to sui ci de bonbi ngs under the guise of
sel f - def ence.

"The Israelis think they can enforce | aw and order before a political
sol ution can be found," he said.

Nevert hel ess, Syed Ham d said that while France al ong with the European
Uni on had been synpathetic towards the Pal estinian cause and supported the
two-state solution, it could not act al one because "it is Amrerican
i nvol venent ultimately that can bring about a separate honel and for the
Pal esti nians."

In the absence of Anmerican intervention, the solution through a
separate state for the Pal estinians would remai n a dream he sai d.

U S. President George Bush seens to be too busy with | ocal elections to
give full attention to a two-state solution, he said.

Syed Hami d al so said that |srael was taking advantage of Washington's
pre-occupationwith Iraq to further suppress the Pal estini ans and Araf at.

He said Chirac and Dr Mahathir al so wel coned Iraq's decision to all ow
Uni t ed Nati ons weapons i nspectors into the country unconditionally to
ascertai n whether there were weapons of nmass destruction as cl ai med by



Washi ngt on.

Here, Syed Hami d said, Chirac strongly supported a nmultil ateral
sol ution through the auspi ces of the United Nations and that the United
States should refrain fromunilateral action.

"There is no short-cut and unilateral action is not acceptable in
resolving the i ssue and creating a better world order, otherwise it would
only further anger Arabs and Muslins," he said.

"War is not going to solve the conflict but will destabilise the area.
That (war) would be a 'natural recruit' for woul d-be terrorists.”

Syed Hami d said the fight against terrori smwoul d be narred or tainted
by the feeling of injustice and selectivity and of not giving a fair-handed
treatnment of the Muslimissues and all the issues in Wst Asia.

"Cenerally, Dr Mahathir and Chirac have t he same opi ni on about the need
to settle the conflict through the United Nations," the m nister said.

The | eaders agreed that Israel need to be made to conply with UN
resol utions and stop its occupation and revert to finding a political
solution with the Pal esti ni ans.

Asked on the outcore of the ASEMdi al ogue on terrori smthis norning,
Syed Hami d said it was Dr Mahathir who insisted that the wording of the
ASEM Copenhagen Decl arati on agai nst | nternational Terrorismissued today
i ncluded "duly taking into the account the root causes of terrorism"

On reports that Asian | eaders were keen to use the euro as an
alternative to the US dollar in international trading, the foreign mnister
said it was again Dr Mahathir who rai sed the matter and t he need to study
the inplications of using the European single currency inefforts to reduce
the vul nerability of devel opi ng econom es whi ch depended sol ely on the
gr eenback.
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