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SUPP- Engl i sh
CHI NESE- BASED PARTI ES TO ENSURE CHI NESE PRI MARY SCHOOLS NOT LEFT BEH ND

KUCHI NG, Cct 25 (Bernamm) -- The Sarawak United People's Party (SUPP)
and t he ot her Chinese-based Bari san Nasi onal (BN) conponent parties will
ensure that Chinese primary schools are not | eft behind when a decisionis
made to teach science and nmat hematic in English fromnext year

SUPP president Tan Sri Dr George Chan said today the four Chinese-based
parties had been given a week to conme up with nodifications or proposals on
how to i mpl enment the nove in Chinese prinmary school s.

"W will sit down together and nake it such a way that we can nake sure
Chi nese schools will not be | eft behind in the educational system" he said
after launching the sale of 5,000 copi es of the 2003 cal endar, a
fund-raising project initiated by the Red Crescent Soci ety, Stanmpin Chapter
at his office in Petra Jaya here.

Dr Chan, who is the Deputy Chief M nister and Sarawak Red Crescent
chairman, said the Chinese-based parties had al ready nade a stand on the
matter.

Yesterday, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d that he
woul d cal |l for another BN suprene council neeting soon to discuss the
proposal s fromthe Chi nese-based parties.

On Wednesday, | eaders of the Chinese-based parties, including the SUPP
met in Kuala Lunpur to find a nmechani smthat woul d preserve the identity of
Chi nese primary school s apart fromensuring that their pupils woul d have no
problens with the two subjects when they go to secondary school s.

Apart fromthe SUPP, the three other Chinese-based BN conponent parties
are the MCA, Gerakan and Sabah Progressive Party (SAPP) whil e Sabah's
Li beral Denocratic Party (LDP) supported the nove to teach the two subjects
in English.

Fol | owi ng the nmeeting, MCA President Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said
t hey woul d propose that the two subj ects be taught outside normal schooling
hours for Chinese primary school s.

However, the use of Mandarin to teach the subjects during the normal
time-tabl e shoul d be retained, he said.

On Tuesday, the BN reached a consensus for all primary schools to teach
sci ence and mat hematics in English next year.
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