01 CCT 2002
Gaya- Candi dat e
CHONG TO ANNOUNCE BN CANDI DATE FOR GAYA TOVORROW

KOTA KI NABALU, Cct 1 (Bernama) -- Chief Mnister Datuk Chong Kah Ki at
wi I | announce tonorrowthe Bari san Nasi onal (BN) candidate for the Gaya
parliamentary by-el ection.

Chong, who i s Sabah BN chai rman, said the announcenent woul d be made at
t he BN headquarters in Putatan Square after the state BN nmeeti ng which
woul d start at 10am

Chong said he nmet Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
together with Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi this
norning to discuss the matter.

"We had a fruitful and a very good di scussion...we have deci ded on the
candidate. | was instructed by Prinme M nister to nake t he announcenent
tomorrow," he told reporters at the Kota Ki nabal u | nternational Airport
upon arrival fromKual a Lunpur.

Asked whet her the BN | eadership faced problens in pickingthe
candi date, Chong said: "No, it was a very good neeting.".

At | east three BN conponent parties had indicated interests to field a
candi date for the Gaya seat, incl udi ng Sabah Progressive Party ( SAPP).

SAPP presi dent Datuk Yong Teck Lee had earlier said that the party had
identified a candidate to contest the seat should the party was allowed to
defend t he seat.

According to a party source, heading the |ist of potential candidates
i s SAPP vice-president and Li kas di vi si on chai rman Li ew Teck Chuan.

Before this, Parti Keadil an Nasi onal (Keadil an) | eadership had nanmed
Sabah Keadil an deputy liaison head Christina Liewas its candidate, while
t he DAP had picked its Kota Ki nabal u branch chief Dr H ew King Cheu as its
choi ce for the seat.

The Gaya seat fell vacant after Yong was disqualified as the MP for
Gaya following the Election Court's decision that he had conmitted corrupt
practice during the 1999 Sabah state el ection.

Nomi nati on has been fixed for Thursday and polling will be held on Cct
12 in the event of a contest.

In the 1999 general election, Yong obtained 15,315 votes, beating two
ot her candidates with a majority of 4,117 votes. Gaya has 49, 427
el ectorate, including 76 postal voters.
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