12 APR 2002
Mahat hi r - Gover nnent
CHOOSE THE GOVERNMVENT W SELY, SAYS PM

KOTA BAHARU, April 12 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad t oday rem nded t he peopl e t o exerci se wi sdomi n choosi ng
t he government instead of being ruled by their enotion to ensure conti nuous
progress in the country.

Dr Mahat hir said that countries have governnments but not all the
governnment s chosen have the capability to successfully devel op the country.

"I'f the governnent chosen by the people is incapable, a country cannot
possi bl y be devel oped even t hough we have an effi ci ent and prof essi onal
admi ni strative nmachinery," he said at a neeting with federal government
officers in the state, here.

The prime minister said that all countries have governnents but not all
the countries attained progress as can be seen during visits to the
devel opi ng countri es.

He said that they coul d be seen to be backward even t hough t he peopl e
there were efficient and t hey have abundant resources.

"Sone feel that for as | ong as we have a government, the country will
definitely attain progress. This is based on shal |l owthinking. Having a
gover nment does not guarantee that a country can be devel oped, " he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said that a country needs an el ected government capabal e of
formul ating policies and programes to be i npl emented by officers with
prof essional i sm

"The denocratic systemenpowers t he people to el ect those who should
formthe governnent. The aspiration under the denocractic systemis for the
peopl e to nmake a wi se choi ce, knowi ng that those el ected have certain
principles, vision and capability," he said.

The prinme mnister said that the peopl e shoul d nake their choice wi sely
after thinking calmy and assessing the capabilities of those aspiring to
formthe government.

Unfortunately, he said, under a denocratic system the people sonetines
make their choice ruled by their enotion fuelled by anger and hatred
i nstead of making such an appraisal taking into account their future and
that of the country and as such, they fail to make a w se choi ce.

"Because of their anger, they reject themand choose those who will not
bring any benefit to themand the country. Wen this happens, we will once
agai n be unbale to develop the country," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that the governnment, right fromindependence, had a
prof essi onal and efficient adm ni strati on whi ch had succeeded i n devel opi ng
the country which was now regarded wi th awe by the other countri es.

"W set up an administrative nmachi nery which is professional and
per petual, having full understandi ng of their role and responsibility. This
is crucial because without their understanding of their role and
responsi bility, we cannot have a good admi nistration," he said.

The prine mnister said that a governnment el ected by the peopl e could
be repl aced and not remai n i n power forever but the governnment nachinery
was perpetual and continue to abide by the orders of those chosen by the
peopl e to govern.

"They do not question these orders as they are officers who are
prof essi onal . They di scharge their duties and when there i s a change of
government, they will abide by the orders of the new governnent chosen by
t he people," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that this is the systempractised by Ml aysi a,



enabling all arrangenments and progranmes as well as policies of the el ected
government to be properly inpl enented and because of this proper
i mpl ement ation, the country had been able to devel op.

"Al handulillah, in Ml aysia the federal governnent officers are
efficient, smart, know edgeabl e and abl e t o over come vari ous probl ens
besetting the admi ni stration of a country,"” he said.

He advi sed the admi ni strative nmachinery not to get involved in politics
to prevent glitches in the adm nistration and eventually retard the
country's progress.
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