11/ 09/ 2002

Chua praises private hospitals for heeding Dr Ms cal

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Health M nister Datuk Chua Jui Meng today wel conmed
the positive response fromprivate hospitals to Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mhamad's call to reduce fees for the poor

"This is an encouragi ng response. Their efforts should be praised," he
sai d.

Chua said he was confident that private hospitals would respond wel |
because it was the social responsibility of the medical profession to save
lives and provide help in an energency.

He was speaking to reporters after a briefing on the Lantern Festi val
Parade, to be held in Bukit Bintang here, on Sept 20.

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi is expected to
officiate at the event organi sed by the Bukit Bi ntang MCA di vi sion.

On Sunday, Dr Mahathir, in his speech at the 10th annual di nner of the
Nati onal Heart Institute, urged private hospitals to reduce nedical fees
for the poor.

He said if Malaysians were willing to donate noney to the poor in need
of medi cal help, there was no reason why private hospitals and specialists
shoul d not do Iikew se.

Associ ation of Private Hospitals of Ml aysia president Datuk Dr R dzwan
Bakar had said that private hospitals had been practising charitable
nmeasures for quite sonme tine.

These included charging at cost for operations and rendering free
servi ce when warranted at the energency departnent.

Dr Ridzwan al so said it had been the practice not to deprive treatnment
to any patient brought into the emergency ward in an unstable condition

On the National Health Welfare Fund, Chua said the mnistry's director-
general, Tan Sri Dr Mhamad Taha Arif, would appoint the conmttee soon.

"Pl ease give himsone tinme to finalise the nechanismfor the new
system " he said.

On the Lantern Festival Parade, the event will be co-sponsored by the
Youth and Sports Mnistry, Inpiana Hotel, Magnum Corporation Sdn Bhd, Six
Happi ness Hol di ngs Sdn Bhd, Sungei Wang Pl aza Sdn Bhd, BB Pl aza and New
Sout hern Record Sdn Bhd.

Chua, who is also the festival's organising conmttee adviser, said the
hi ghl i ght woul d be the world's | ongest noboncake neasuring 548 netres,
whi ch woul d be carried from Century Hotel to Sungei Wang Pl aza shoppi ng
conpl ex.

The mooncake will be endorsed by the Ml aysi a Book of Records.

"The parade is a popul ar national event and participation is growi ng. W\
expect at |east 30,000 people this year," Chua said, adding that RvVB50, 000
woul d be spent on the event.

The procession will start in front of Sungei Wang Plaza at 8.30am This
will be followed by a host of activities until m dnight.
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