28 DEC 2002
Zahar ah- Cust ody
"FI LI PINO' G RL UNDER CUSTODY OF SOCI AL VWELFARE DEPARTMENT

KUANTAN, Dec 28 (Bernanmm) -- The Social Welfare Departnent has been
gi ven the custody over the 13-year-old Ml aysian girl who clai med of being
raped at the Tenporary Detention Centre at Menggatal, Sabah.

Nati onal Unity and Soci al Devel opnent M nister Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah
Sul ai man said the girl woul d be pl aced under the Departnment’'s care until
she reached the age of 18.

"We will do whatever neccessary for the girl in terns of social
wel fare, education and so on,"” she told reporters after attending a Hari
Raya gathering with residents of Taman Sri Mahkota Jaya here today.

Siti Zaharah said this when asked on the | atest devel opnments regarding
the girl who cl ai med she had been raped whil e being held at the detention
centre before being repatriated back to Philippines, |ast August.

The al |l eged rape of the girl, who had earlier clained to be a Filipino
had caused strains in diplomatic rel ati ons between Ml aysi a and
Phi | i ppi nes.

Phi | i ppi ne presi dent d oria Macapagal Arroyo had al so sent a protest
note to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad regardi ng the natter.

However, police investigations |ast October found that the girl was a
Mal aysi an and she was sent back here (Ml aysia) | ast Dec 9.

Siti Zaharah said the nove to take custody of the girl was nade due to
concerns over the unpreparedness of her fanily nmenbers to take her in and
| ook after her properly.

Meanwhi | e, comrenting on western scientists' claimon their success in
producing the world's first human cl one, Siti Zaharah sai d t he success
woul d not neccessarily bring any good.

"The matter has to be studied fromthe aspects of religion, norale and
humanity," she sai d.

She said much reference had to be made with various groups in order not
to spark any controversies or create problens within the comunity.

"I't (human cl oning) has to be viewed fromvarious angles, its pros and
cons, " she said.

Today's daily reported on the success by a sect which clained it had
produced the worl d's first human cl one despite receiving international
criticism

The cl oned baby girl was reported to be in healthy and good conditi on.
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