27/ 10/ 2002
Abdul | ah: Policies inplenmented by PMto continue (HL)

Must apha Kami |

DEPUTY Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi has assured Pacific
Basi n busi ness | eaders that policies inplenmented by Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will continue even after the latter |eaves office
| ate next year.

Abdul | ah, who was named as Dr Mahathir's successor, yesterday said
policies that have proven to be successful will not be changed".

"There is no reason why they should be changed,” he said when neeting
several |eaders fromthe region's business conmmunity at the sidelines of
t he Asi a-Pacific Econonm c Co-operation (Apec) neeting.

Abdul | ah al so gave an assurance that Ml aysia would remain a busi ness-
friendly nation and woul d continue to be guided by its Ml aysia
I ncor porated policy.

He said the region's business community had wanted to know whet her
current policies of the Ml aysian Governnment woul d change after Dr
Mahat hir stepped down.

Abdul | ah al so assured the | eaders of Malaysia's long-termstability,
sayi ng the Governnment woul d continue to weed out terrorism

On China rapidly becomng a highly conpetitive econony, he said Ml aysia
woul d have to make certain adjustnments to conpete, anong others, by noving
into the production of val ue-added products while continuing to seek new
mar ket s.

Abdul | ah said he had faced few problens in neeting international
partici pants at the Apec neeting.

"Many have come to congratulate me (on being appointed Dr Mahathir's
successor). | amnot totally unknown to them" he said.

Abdul I ah [ater nmet Mexi can President Vicente Fox and | ndonesi an
Presi dent Megawati Soekarnoputri .

Fox said it was tine for Mexico to start |ooking at Southeast Asian
econom es including ways to strengthen relations wth Ml aysia.

He said the country was eager to |learn from Mal aysi a' s experience in
devel oping its econony while maintaining equal wealth distribution.

Fox al so wanted to see increased co-operation between small and nmedi um
scal e enterprises in both nations, adding that such collaborations could
be undertaken in either country.

On terrorism Abdullah reiterated Malaysia's stand that the root cause
of the nenace nust first be exam ned.

He said Fox agreed with Malaysia's stand on the matter.

In his nmeeting with Megawati, Abdullah invited the |Indonesian |eader to
attend the Non-Aligned Muvenent (NAM and the Organisation of Islamc
Conference) neetings in Kuala Lunpur next year.

Megawati indicated Indonesia's willingness to participate in both
nmeeti ngs.

Abdul | ah al so conveyed Mal aysia's regret over the recent bonb attacks in
Bali. Megawati, in reply, said it was vital for both nations to work
closely in overcomng the terrorism problem
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