31/ 10/ 2002

BN suprenme council to make final decision today

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Tonorrow s Barisan Nasional special suprene counci
meeting will be the last to discuss the teaching of Mathematics and
Science in English at all national-type Chinese primary school s.

BN secretary-general Tan Sri Mohamad Rahmat said a final decision would
be made at the end of the neeting.

Mohamed, when contacted today, said representatives of all 14 BN
conponent parties would attend the neeting.

He said MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik would present a
proposal by the four BN Chinese-based parties to the supreme council on
how Mat hemati cs and Sci ence shoul d be taught in English at Chinese
school s.

"W will study the proposal to see if it is viable and the nethod to be
used in the teaching of the two subjects for a decision tonorrow "

At | ast Tuesday's BN suprene council neeting, the four Chi nese-based
parties - MCA, GCerakan, Sabah Progressive Party and Sarawak United
Peopl e's Party - were not agreeable to the Governnent's proposal to teach
the two subjects in English at national -type Chinese primary schools.

They were given a week by BN chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad to
submt suggestions on how to inplenment the plans in Chinese schools.

The Li beral Denocratic Party (LDP), which initially was with the four
Chi nese-based parties, said | ast Wednesday it woul d support whatever
deci si on nade by the Cabinet.

Mohamad hopes the four parties will take into consideration the interest
of the BN

"W have given them enough tinme to come up with the proposal and we hope
it will be a viable solution.”

Meanwhil e, Dr Ling said today he was confident a consensus woul d be
reached at tonorrow s BN supreme council neeting.

"In BN, there is enough wi sdom through a long history of co-operation
i n which decisions are nade for the good of the nation and for the
people,"” said Dr Ling, who is also Transport Mnister, before chairing the
M nistry's post-Cabinet neeting in Putrajaya.

He added that the issue was not discussed at today's Cabi net neeting and
tomorrow s neeting would iron out the technicalities on the counter-
proposal by the four Chinese-based parties in BN

Asked what woul d happen if there was no consensus anong BN conponent
parties tonorrow, Dr Ling said: "Don't specul ate.”

Dr Ling said yesterday the four parties would propose six new peri ods
per week be included into the existing tinetables for all Chinese primry
school s next year.

Two periods are for English and two each for the teaching of Science and
Mat hematics in English. The programre will begin from Standard One.
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