01 SEP 2002
Mahat hi r - Meet
PRI ME M NI STER TO MEET ACCCI M ON ENGLI SH | SSUE

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 1 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad is
expected to nmeet nenbers of the Associ at ed Chi nese Chanmber of Conmerce and
I ndustry, Malaysia (ACCCIM tonmorrowto discuss the proposal to use English
inthe teaching of science and nmat hematics at all primary school s next
year.

ACCCI M president Tan Sri Li m@uan Teck said the neeting would be held
at the Prime Mnister's Departnent in Putrajaya in the afternoon to di scuss
t he proposal which had recei ved m xed reaction fromvari ous conmunities in
the country.

"W will neet the Prime Mnister tonorrow, about 11 of us woul d be
there to give our opinion on the natter," he tol d Bernana when contact ed
t oday.

However, he declined to reveal the ACCCI Mstand or opinion on the issue
and said it was not appropriate for themto disclose the matter since it
woul d be brought to the Prime M nister for the discussion.

"What | can say is to confirmthat there would be neeting and | will
| ead the del egation to neet the Prine Mnister tonorrow, " Li msaid.

An aide to the Prine Mnister, when contacted by Bernana tonight, said
the neeting woul d be held at the Prime Mnister's Departnment at 4pm

"They (ACCCI Mnenbers) will neet the Prime Mnister at his office at
4dpmtonorrow, but it is a closed-door neeting," he said.

According to sources who declined to be identified, the neeting was
called as part of the efforts by the Prime Mnister to hear the suggestion
fromthe community on the inplenmentation of the proposals.

The ai de said the del egation | ed by Li mwoul d i ncl ude seven state
ACCCI M chai rnen toget her with several nenbers fromprom nent Chinese
associations in the country.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir said the government woul d go ahead with its
decision to use English to teach sci ence and mat hemati cs i n school s next
year as pl anned.

However, he said the governnment still wel comed public views on the
matter but at the sane time was making preparation to i npl enent the policy.
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