12 DEC 2002
Koh- MCA
USE PROPER CHANNEL, KOH TELLS MCA DI SCI PLI NARY COW TTEE

BUTTERWORTH, Dec 12 (Bernanmm) -- Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon
today sai d t he MCA di sciplinary committee shoul d have used proper channel s
if it seeks information on the incident where two of the party's
assenbl ymen abstai ned fromvoting on a notion tabl ed by a DAP nenber at the
State Legislative Assenbly | ast nont h.

Koh, who is al so the State Barisan Nasional (BN) Chairman, said the
conmittee should have referred to the BN Secretary-General Tan Sri Mhaned
Rahmat if it wished to seek nore informati on over the incident.

"According to procedures, if the comttee wants any i nformation, they
can refer to the BN Secretary-General and he (Mhamed) can direct the
Penang BN to provi de the necessary i nformation," Koh said after openi ng M5
El evators Sdn Bhd' s Research and Devel opnent Centre here.

He said if the MCA's request was properly channell ed, the needed
i nformation could be pronptly obtained and the State BN was prepared to
provide a nore detailed information on it.

Koh was asked to comment on the letter sent by MCA disciplinary
comm ttee chai rman Dat uk KamWon Wah who want ed t o know fromhi mwhy ei ght
BN assenbl ymen were missing during the voting and whether the party whip
was appl i ed.

He said all information on the issue had been included in his report
and that by the State BN whip Datuk Dr H I m Yahaya whi ch had been
subnmitted to the BN Chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

Koh al so said that the cormittee's nove intelling the nedia first
about the letter sent to hi mwas inproper.

"This is MCA's internal affair and outsiders need not interfere unless
they (MCA di sciplinary committee) have applied to the BN headquarters which
can informthe State BN on the further action (required)," he said.

Meanwhi | e Penang BN Secretary Datuk Seri Khalid Ahrmad Sul ai man, in a
statement here today, said the State BN had sent a letter to Kami nformn ng
himto nove it through the correct channel.

Khalid said Kam s | etter should have been forwarded to the BN
Secretary- General .

He said all the required information on the i ssue had been included in
the reports subnmitted by the State BN Chairman and party whip to the BN
headquarters.

"If he (Kan) needs a nore detailed information, the Penang BN is ready
toimmediately submit it to the BN headquarters,” said Khalid.

Two of MCA's el ected representatives -- Tan Cheng Lian (Jawi) and Lim
Boo Chang (Datuk Keramat) had abstai ned fromvoting agai nst a DAP nbtion
whi ch urged t he Penang governnent to defer the RML. 02 billion Penang Quter
Ri ng Road (PORR) project, at a State Assenbly sitting | ast Nov 21.

Thi s had sparked an outcry anobng BN conponent parties which called for
both Tan and Limto be sacked.
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