03/ 01/ 2002
Cvil servants get deadline (HL)

Sar ban Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - All 950,000 civil servants nmust sign the letter of
undert aki ng on good conduct with the Governnment by March 30 whil e those
recruited after Jan 1 will have to do so within a nmonth of their
appoi nt nent .

It is learnt that those who fail to do this are liable to disciplinary
action in accordance with the Public Oficers (Conduct and Discipline)
Regul ati ons 1993.

Public Service Departnment director-general Datuk Seri Jamal uddi n Ahmad
Damanhuri said the General Orders (Appointnments and Pronotions) 1973 had
been anmended to include the provision

Cvil servants appointed on a tenporary or contract basis, too, are
required to sign the agreenent.

Jamal uddi n said the objective was to create awareness anong gover nnent
enpl oyees of the inportance of carrying out their tasks professionally.

"This is in line with the Government's efforts to have an efficient and
credible civil service which will allow the country to be continuously
devel oped in a peaceful and harnoni ous environnent,"” he said in a service
circul ar.

Among the violations stated in the agreenent were abetting the country's
enem es, | eaki ng governnment secrets, belittling governnent policies and
actions, m susing governnment vehicles and doi ng personal/fanily business
during working hours.

Goi ng on | eave when services are extrenely needed, not reporting
of fences comtted by subordinates, getting into heavy debts, deliberately
del ayi ng the i ssuance of |icences and verbally abusing those seeking
counter services were also on the list.

Apart from pledging loyalty to the Yang di-Pertuan Agong, the country
and the CGovernnent, the agreenent required governnent enpl oyees:

* not to subordinate their public duties to their private interests;

* not to conduct thenselves in a manner which could bring their private
interests into conflict with their public duties;

* not to conduct thenselves in a manner likely to bring the public
service into disrepute or to bring discredit thereto; and,

* not to insubordinate or conduct thenselves in such manner as is likely
to be construed as being insubordinate.

On Cct 9, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said the Cabinet
had made it conpul sory for civil servants, |lecturers and undergraduates to
sign an agreenment on good conduct since sone public sector enployees did
not abide by the General Orders.

Dr Mahathir had said the agreenment was necessary to deter themfrom
negative activities.

The agreenent was proposed only for |ecturers and undergraduates to
ensure they did not get involved in attenpts to poison the ninds of
students agai nst the Governnent but was |ater extended to all governnent
enpl oyees.

Jamal uddi n said the new clause in the General Orders required public
sector enployees to adhere to all directives issued by the Governnent.

Al'l enpl oyees, he said, would be required to sign the docunent in front
of their head of departnent.

"Those on attachnment and those reappointed on a contract basis will also
be required to sign the agreement.”



Jamal uddi n said all heads of departnent would use a standard agreenent
provi ded by the PSD

They are not allowed to anend the pl edge.

However, for the benefit of statutory bodies and | ocal authorities, sone
anendnments are all owed as service conditions for their enployees differ
fromother civil servants.

The particul ars of those signing the agreenment, which include the day it
is signed, nmust be entered into their personal record.

Jamal uddin said civil servants nust sign two copies of the docunent, one
to be kept by the Governnent and the other by the enpl oyee.

The authorities in charge of recruitnment have al so been told to include
t he agreenent as one of the conditions for appointnent.

"Heads of departnment nust ensure these procedures are carried out and
t he signed docunments are not msused. They will also have to explain the
contents of the agreenent to the enpl oyees and the reason for its
i npl enent ati on,"” he added.
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