18/ 07/ 2002

DPM We'll back any nove by EC

ALOR STAR, Wed. - The CGovernnent supports any nove by the El ection
Conmi ssion to review the El ection Ordinance to put a stop to what the
conmi ssi on had yesterday described as "crude and cal | ous” canpai gni ng.

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi said today that
if the EC wanted to inplenment new ordi nances, it should never jeopardise
t he denocratic process during el ections.

"Li ke I have stressed before, aggression is not the way to canpaign. W
nmust use tact and explain to the people the neaning and purpose of our
struggl e.

"Aggression only creates a hostile environnment,"” he said after neeting
Umo veterans and retired civil servants at Sekol ah Kebangsaan Gunung in
Anak Bukit here.

Abdul | ah said the Barisan Nasional would also give its views after it
had conducted a post-nortemon the results of the Pendang parlianmentary
and Anak Bukit State by-elections.

He was commenting on a New Straits Tinmes report quoting EC secretary
Dat uk Wan Ahmad Wan Omar, describing the canpaigning i n Pendang and Anak
Bukit as "crude and cal |l ous"” that should no | onger be happening in this
country after all these years.

He had expressed his di sappoi ntnent, saying that party workers of both
canps should "l earn from past el ections and abi de by canpaign ethics".

Asked what he thought of the canpaigning so far, Abdullah said it was
really terrible conpared to previous elections given the nany allegations
and rumours fromthe Qpposition, including |abelling Abdullah hinself as a
pork seller.

"They even doctored pictures of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad as a priest.

"These are all lies and such people should not even be allowed to take
part in an election.”

The Deputy Prine Mnister said they (Opposition) did not respect the
peopl e and thought they could easily lie and mani pul ate their thinking.

"If people like them ever becane the CGovernnent, the whole
adm ni stration would col |l apse.”
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