11 MAR 2002
Keng Yai k- Candi dat e
POTENTI AL CANDI DATE FOR KETARI POLLS KNOCKED DOAN TO TVWO

KUALA LUWVPUR, March 11 (Bernama) -- The Gerakan Central Working
Conmittee (CWC) has narrowed down to two fromthe four candi dates proposed
earlier for the upcom ng Ketari state by-election in Pahang, party
president Datuk Seri Dr Li mKeng Yai k said today.

He, however, declined to name thembut said one is a lawer and the
ot her, a doctor.

Anong t he nanmes specul ated earlier are the party's Ketari branch
chai rman Yum Ah Ha, 51, and Perting branch deputy chai rman Dr Ng Keong
Chye, 46.

"However, the candidate is still subjected to the endorsenent by Prine
M ni ster and Bari san Nasi onal (BN) chairman Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, " he sai d.

Dr Lim whois Primary Industries Mnister, was net by reporters at a
di nner hosted by Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badaw for
visiting Singapore Deputy Prime Mnister Lee Hsien Loong at a | eadi ng hot el
here tonight.

Dr Limsaid he would neet Dr Mahathir tomorrowto finalise the
candi dat e.

Asked on the possibility of a straight fight between the BN and DAP in
the by-election, he said it did not matter.

The El ection Commi ssion has yet to fix the date for the by-election
foll owi ng the death of i ncunbent BN assenbl yman Dat uk Loke Koon Kamon
March 3.

He admitted that Ketari was a "hot" seat as in the | ast general
election the BN won only with a slim231l-vote majority.

He said the BN conponent parties had to work hard to defend the seat.

Dr Limsaid the party was satisfied with the preparations made by BN
conponent s whose el ecti on machi nery was ready to be activated.

"As such, I"mconfident we can win but we have to work hard. Straight
fight is easier or tougher is not the question. Wiat's inportant is for the
BN to be prepared with strategies to counter issues rai sed by the DAP," he
sai d.

Meanwhi | e, Pahang Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Adnan Yaakob, when met at
the di nner, said the BN candi date woul d be announced at the Umo buil ding
in Bentong at 5. 30pmtonorrowafter Dr Limhad received Dr Mahathir's
endor senent .
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