24/ 08/ 2002
PM "Silent group' backs English plan

Ram an Sai d; Firdaus Abdul | ah

KUALA LUWPUR, Fri. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad said
today there was a significant nunber of Chinese parents who supported the
CGovernnment's nove to use English to teach Science and Mat hematics in
school s fromnext year, but that this "silent group”™ was not speaking up

Dr Mahathir said the fact that nore than 7,000 Chinese students from
Johor al one chose to attend Singaporean school s using English as the
medi um of instruction proved that the comunity concurred with the
CGovernnent on the inportance of English.

"That clearly shows that there are people in the Chinese conmunity who
agree (wWth the Governnent's ainm," he said. "There are sone people who do
not agree but the ones who agree do not say anything."

Dr Mahathir was asked to comment on a news report today that nore than
7,000 Chi nese students from Johor opted out of secondary education in
Mal aysia to study in Singapore where instruction was in English.

The Prime Mnister had earlier opened the Ml aysian Fel da Generation
Assenbly and Synposium at the International Islamc University here.

GPMS president Datuk Suhaim |brahi mwas quoted as saying that the
actual nunber of Chinese students opting for English-medi um education in
Si ngapore could be much higher if those fromother States were included.

Suhai m said the Chinese community in Ml aysia, especially those of the
upper echel on, supported the Governnment's nove.

"Only the extrem st groups are against the idea due to sone hidden
agenda," he suggest ed.

Yest erday, Dr Mahathir announced that the Governnent woul d proceed wth
i ntroduci ng English as the mediumof instruction for Mathematics and
Science in all schools from next year

He said the Governnent would not budge fromthe stand, but would
consi der the various counter-proposals on the nethod of inplenentation

In a rel ated devel opnent, Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah
Ahmad Badawi said the CGovernment would not all ow any debate advocating the
abolition of Chinese and Tami| schools, as the existence of such schools
was protected by | aw

He warned those calling for the creation of a single national schoo
systemthat they were treadi ng on dangerous ground.

"The i ssue does not arise,"” he said, adding that such views were
sedi tious.

He was speaki ng after opening LCL G oup of Comnpanies' new factories in
Ber anang near here. The Deputy Prime Mnister also witnessed the awarding
of the Sirim]1S0B001 certificate to the conpany.

Abdul | ah was asked for his conment on several letters published in
newspapers calling for national-type schools to be phased out. "The
guestion of closing such schools does not arise," he said.

"Do not use this issue to incite the rakyat to hate and oppose the
Government. Any suggestion (of closing national-type schools) is false."

On his neeting with Mal ay organi sations, intellectuals and acadeni ci ans
tonmorrow to di scuss the teaching of Mathematics and Science in English,
Abdul I ah said he would listen to their views.

He said the neeting was being held to give nore parties the chance to
express their views.

Respondi ng to a suggestion that such feedback gathering shoul d have been
done before the Governnent decided on the matter, Abdullah said Dr



Mahat hir had stated his willingness to consider all views.

"I will brief the Prime Mnister on the outconme of tonorrow s neeting
and after that, God willing, a decision will be made."

Abdul I ah said the decision would take into consideration all views, but
poi nted out that to date, the majority supported the need to raise the
standard of English anong students.

On the possibility of the Governnment postponing the teaching of the two
subjects in English fromnext year as already announced, Abdullah replied:
"I cannot predict."
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