01 SEP 2002
Raf i dah- EC
CLEAN UP ELECTORAL ROLLS, SAYS RAFI DAH

SEREMBAN, Sept 1 (Bernama) -- Wanita Umo chief Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz
has asked the El ecti on Comm ssion (EC) to ensure that a single version of
untainted el ectoral rolls is used for future el ections.

Rafi dah said the EC had admtted to her that two sets of voters' lists
were used in her parlianentary constituency of Kual a Kangsar in the 1999
general el ection.

She sai d she found out about the discrepancy during nom nations for a
state seat in the constituency.

She said the seconder's nanme appeared in the |list she had but not in
the one held by the returning officer.

Checks with the ECin Kual a Lunmpur showed that there were i ndeed two
versions of electoral rolls, she told reporters after giving away pri zes
for a Quran-readi ng and Nasyi d conpetition organi sed by Negeri Senbil an
Wanita Umo here today.

"How t he two versions canme about we don't know. The EC shoul d
investigate and if it (discrepancy) causes problens to voters, the matter
shoul d be rectified," she said.

She said this when asked to conment on EC Secretary Dat uk Wan Ahmad WaAn
Omar's statenent that the transfer of certain registered voters to the
Pendang parlianmentary and Anak Bukit state constituencies in Kedah during
the July 18 by-el ections night have been done by tenporary cl erks appoi nt ed
by EC.

Raf i dah al so hoped that there woul d not be any phantomvoters in future
el ections.

The EC should clean up the rolls and ensure that registered voters were
eligible to vote in the constituencies nmentioned, she said.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad, after chairing the Umo
Suprene Council neeting on Friday, claimed that PAS retained the Anak Bukit
seat in the by-election with the help of phantomvoters.

Dr Mahat hir sai d PAS had transferred its supporters fromother areas to
vote in the constituency.

I n Kual a Kedah, Kedah Umo chi ef Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zai n urged
the EC to quickly resolve the problemof phantomvoters.

"This is not fair as PAS won the seat not because it was picked by
| ocal voters but with the hel p of outsiders,” he told reporters after
visiting Pul au Payar.

I n SUNGAI BESAR, Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Dr Mphaned Khir Toyo
sai d EC wor ker s shoul d be nore prof essional when di scharging their duties.

A hi gher | evel of professionalismanong EC workers woul d enhance t he
conm ssion's integrity in conducting el ections, he said.

"I'f the EC wants to be an i ndependent body, it should ensure that none
of its officers and workers are inclined towards any political party," he
told reporters after opening the annual neeting of 41 Puteri Umo branches
in the Tanj ong Karang Di vi si on.
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