09 AUG 2002
ANl FAH- COLUMVBI A
COLUMBI A KEEN ON MALAYSI A' S PALM O L TECHNCLOGY

SANDAKAN, Aug 9 (Bernamm) -- Colunbia is keen on using Ml aysia's
t echnol ogi cal expertise for the devel opment of | arge-scale oil palm
plantations inits country, said Deputy Mnister of Primary Industries,

Dat uk Ani fah Aman here today.

He said the Latin American country at the same tine was al so offering
i nvest ment opportunities for Mal aysi an conpani es to expl ore new markets for
palmoil in their country.

"They prai sed Mal aysia's success as the world' s | argest producer of
pal moil and have called on investors fromhere to invest in their
country,"” he told reporters here today after presenting a cheque worth
RWVA.7 mllion to 20 small hol ders involved in the Replanting I ncentive
Schene fromvarious parts of Sabah

Ani fah who recently visited Col unbi a sai d Mal aysi a was nost receptive
tothe offer, saying that it offered various possibilities including
i ncreasing Malaysia's palmoil market in the country.

"The governnent is studying the matter as the country has a lot to
offer."”

As a pal moil producer with a liberal attitude towards conpetition in
the i ndustry, he said Ml aysi a was not denying the possibility that
Col unbi a coul d one day becone a conpetitor.

Meanwhi | e, he said Mal aysia was increasing its efforts to market palm
oil in Indonesia which has received good response

"I nvestnent opportunity in the area is being | ooked into includingthe
| arge-scale planting of oil palmby entrepreneurs fromMal aysi a especially
with the cheap and vast | abour there," he said.

On anot her note, Anifah said that the mnistry wel coned the
government's announcenent to continue to take |l egal workers froml ndonesi a
as achi eved during the meeting between Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and | ndonesi an Presi dent Megawati Sukarnoputri in Bal
yest er day.

"The decision fromthe discussionis a welcone relief, especially for
the construction and pl antati on sector which coul d be jeopardi sed w thout
sufficient |abour,"” he said.

Meanwhil e in his speech, he said that a total of 196, 805 hectares in
t he country had been regi stered for financial aid programmes through the
SI TS whi ch was | aunched i n January | ast year

Fromthe total, 65,259 hectares bel onged to the governnment sector and
28,742 to smal | hol ders and the remaining to private sector. -- BERNAVA
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