23 APR 2002

COMMERCI AL OFFER FOR TANKS EXPECTED SOQON, SAYS NAJI B

KUALA LUWPUR, April 23 (Bernama) -- Poland is expected to nmake a
commer ci al offer soon for the proposed procurenent of its PT91 tanks by
Mal aysi a, Defence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Razak said today.

He said that the arned forces had finalised the technical
specifications for the Polish tanks.

"It"s up to them(Pol and) nowto translate that into a conmerci al
of fer. Sonme of the conmponents may not conme fromPol and, so they have to get
the pricing for these conponents,” he told reporters after presenting a
keynot e address at a sem nar here.

Naj i b declined to give details regarding the costs and paynent
arrangenent, saying that the matter was still under negoti ation.

"I't's hard for us to negotiate if it is done publicly," he added.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad announced the
governnent's deci sion to buy the tanks while on his trip to Pol and | ast
nmont h.
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