24/ 08/ 2002
Conmpany may nmanage Fel da | and

Fi rdaus Abdul | ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The Prine Mnister said today the Governnment may set
up a conpany to take over the 304 Felda settlenents in the country,
expressing fear that the migration of children of Felda settlers may
result in the land being left idle.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said the schene, conprising nationw de
oi | pal mand rubber plantations, mght be nmanaged by experienced
conpani es.

"This way, the Iand could be better managed and revenue accruing fromit
could be distributed anong the settlers or |and owners.

"We cannot force the settlers' children, who have high qualifications,
to continue tapping rubber or cutting oil pal mbunches,” Dr Mahathir told
a Press conference after officiating the Mal aysi an Fel da Generation
Assenbly and Synmposium at the International Islamc University here.

The Prime Mnister noted that already, certain sections of Felda |and
were being left idle or put up for sale. "Soon all of them (land schenes)
woul d be abandoned.

"We have not found a proper solution yet but the Mnistry (Land and Co-
operative Devel opnent) is studying the matter," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the current dilemma was actually "the probl em of
success" as the situation was due to the success of Felda families in
educating their children

He said the probl emwas serious as there was no one to till the |and.
"If we allow foreigners to cone in, and if something happens, it will also
be difficult,"” he said.

The Federal Land Devel opnent Authority (Felda) was the brainchild of
second Prinme Mnister Tun Abdul Razak. There are 304 oil pal mand rubber
 and schenmes, with 120,000 famlies.

Qut of the 600,000 second generation Felda children, nore than 50, 000
are in various professional fields while 10,000 are pursuing their studies
at institutions of higher |earning.

In his speech, Dr Mahathir urged the younger generation of Fel da
citizens to pursue financial managenent skills so that they could
eventual |y manage their properties effectively.

He said the very fact that Felda | and schenmes were abandoned proved t hat
the I and schenme project has managed to inprove the living standard of the
settlers.

"The younger generation of Felda citizens should be grateful that their
lives are now nmuch better and secure conpared to that of their parents.

Dr Mahathir told those present that though the Governnment was all for
industrialisation, it had never neglected the agricultural sector

"However, only industries could provide jobs and contribute effectively
t owar ds our grow h.

"So we want the people to be actively involved in the industrialisation
of Mal aysia, invest and manage the industries in the country,” Dr Mahathir
sai d, adding that the Government has great hopes ofthose from Fel da
schenmes to take up the chall enge.

The assenbly today, organi sed by Gabungan Wawasan Cenerasi Fel da ( GAGF)
was attended by nore than 4,000 Felda settlers and their famly nmenbers.

It was held to discuss their role and direction in the new mllennium
fromthe econonic, social, educational and training aspects and to cone up
wi th proposals covering policy, strategy and assi stance to upgrade the



quality of life of the Felda conmmunity.

At the function Dr Mahathir |aunched the Felda CGeneration Vision Fund
for the education, training and wel fare of the Felda community.

He al so presented certificates of appreciation to three Felda famlies
whi ch managed to educate their children to becone professionals.

Al so present at the function were Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhaned Ali,
Land and Co-operative Devel opment M nister Tan Sri Kasitah Gaddam Fel da
chai rman Tan Sri Dr Yusof Noor, GAGF executive chairman Tan Sri Rozali
Ismail and 11U president Tan Sri Sanusi Junid.
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