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Endownent - Conf er ence
CONFERENCE TO DI SCUSS COOPERATI ON | N DAKWAH AND | SLAM C AFFAI RS

By: Rozilan Salleh

KUALA LUMPUR, May 4 (Bernama) -- Efforts to step up cooperation in the
area of dakwah, endowrent and Islanmic affairs will be anong the nain topics
to be di scussed at the Sevent h Conference of M nisters of Endownent and
Islamic Affairs which opens here on Monday.

The three-day conference will also focus on efforts to coordi nate
matters in the preservation of Islamc sacred pl aces.

In addition, the conference will al so seek to strengthen the
rel ati onshi p anong I sl am ¢ countries and organi sations related to Islam

Participants will al so discuss economic i ssues with a working paper on
i nvestnments to be presented by a representative of the Islam c Devel opnent
Bank.

Atotal of 250 participants from56 Organisation of |Islanic Conference
(A O nenber countries and ei ght other countries have beeninvitedto
attend the conference, held in Malaysia for the first tinmne.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad will deliver the keynote
address on the second day of the conference.

Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi wi || open the
conference on Monday whil e Saudi Arabia's Mnister of Islamic Affairs,
Awgaf, Dakwah and Gui dance Al Shai kh Sal eh Abd Azi z Ashshai kh will close it
on Wednesday.

M nister inthe Prine Mnister's Department Datuk Abdul Ham d Zai nal
Abi di n was reported as saying earlier that efforts to restore the i nage of
Musl i ns woul d be one of the issues to be discussed at the conference.

This follows the Sept 11 terrorist attacks on the United States that
has been linked to the Al -Qaeda group | ed by GCsanma bin Laden.

The Conference of the Mnisters of Endownent and Islanic Affairs has
its headquarters in Saudi Arabia.

The first session of the conference was held in Saudi Arabia in 1979
foll owed by anot her four sessions in the ki ngdom

The fifth session was held in Mdrocco whil e I ndonesi a was the host of
the sixth session held in 1997.

The conference has an executive council to increase the effectiveness
of its decisions and deternmine its policies and progranmmes.

The council, chaired by Saudi Arabia, includes Egypt, Jordan,

I ndonesi a, Ganbi a, Kuwait, Mrocco, Pakistan and Irag.

At this session, nine working papers woul d be presented by
representatives fromSaudi Arabia, Egypt, Morocco, Mal aysi a, Kuwait and
Jor dan.
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