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THE announcenent by the Cabinet Comrittee on National Service to introduce
conpul sory National Service for all Ml aysians irrespective of race and
gender who reach 18 in 2004 has evoked response fromall quarters,

i ncl udi ng our yout h.

This is a positive devel opnment considering that it is a programe of
great significance for preparing our nmultiracial youth to neet the
chal | enges of nation-building, social cohesion and national unity.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad shoul d be conplinented for
setting the pace in getting Cabi net approval.

The Cabi net Conmittee on National Service headed by Defence Mnister
Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak is performing its task seriously, judging from
its various proposals regarding the National Service programe which
basically ains to nould patriotic Ml aysians, foster a sense of bel ongi ng
and contribute to character-building, civic-consciousness, |eadership and
nati onal unity.

The proposed nodi fied Nati onal Service is obviously not intended to
foll ow t he Singaporean and Sout h Korean nodel s.

It is not intended to draft soldiers for war, but is ained at fostering
patriotism unity, national integration and character-buildi ng anong
Mal aysi ans besides helping to instil discipline and address the many
social ills besetting our nation's youth.

Now t hat the Government has decided to enbark on the programe which
i nvol ves some 400, 000 youths, what is nost crucial is to ensure the
success of the programe.

It nmust not end up as a nockery for the nation

Wth this in mnd it is advisable for the Government not to inplenent
the programme in haste, but to consider all practical measures needed and
what ever constructive feedback and input will ensure its success.

Various public comments have been published in the nmedia in response to
the Cabinet Conmttee's proposals on National Service, sonme of which are
wort hy of the Governnment's consideration

To ensure our National Service progranme is well-planned, strategised
and i mpl enented, the proposal to inplenent it only in 2004 nakes sense as
time is needed to make preparations.

I have been follow ng closely the various coments in the nedia and
there is one opinion expressed by Wan Ahnad Shi hab Ismail from Kual a
Lunpur (NST, Nov 13) which is relevant and rational

He commented that patriotismcannot be mass-produced by a short-term
programme |ike National Service all by itself. He suggested that, apart
from National Service, there nust be a concerted effort by all parties to
ensure our children and youth learn the virtues of patriotismfroma very
early age, adding that by the time our youth enrols in National Service it
becomes nore of a finishing touch in bringing about the right attitude in
t hem

It is true that teaching patriotismnust begin froman early age. The
M ni stry of Education should make suitable nodifications to the current
syl l abus and teach students to be patriotic fromthe primary school |evel
in tandemw th the training provided during National Service.

To achi eve discipline, our nodel of National Service, though not
mlitary-oriented, should incorporate sone el enents of basic mlitary
traini ng.



A stint in National Service will not only inculcate the spirit of
t oget her ness and good character-noul di ng, but also foster and strengthen
the spirit of patriotism
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