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Consol i dati ng good rel ationship

Habsah Marj uni

TODAY is India's Republic Day. It was 55 years ago when it gained
i ndependence fromthe British and 52 years ago that the Indian
subcontinent was divided into two countries: India and Paki stan

In fact, if | remenber ny history |l essons correctly, India was the first
colony to have achi eved i ndependence, inspiring other colonies like the
then Mal aya to take the sane path.

Havi ng shared the sane col onial masters, India and Ml aysia have nany
things in comon, such as administrative, educational, |egal, medical and
nonetary systens.

Even the Sultan Abdul Samad building in Kuala Lunmpur was nodel |l ed on
simlar architectural styles in India.

The onion-1ike donmes found on top of nbst nosques and pal aces in
Mal aysia is another testament of Indian architectural influence while the
worl d's tallest buildings, the Petronas Twin Towers, were inspired by the
ei ght-point star shape of the Qutb Mnar of India.

H storically, this relationship goes back hundreds of years before the
com ng of the British.

Now, both countries are good trading partners: India inports a |ot of
Mal aysia's palmoil while Malaysia inports a lot of food from I ndia.

However, said Veena Sikri, the H gh Commi ssioner of India to Ml aysia,
"We haven't |ooked at each other properly.

"Al though the friendship between both countries goes back centuries, the
i nteraction has not devel oped to a | ogical conclusion," she said.

"Especially now, considering the inportance of both countries in Asia,
there is a lot that we can do and shoul d be doing to consolidate this
friendship,” she continued.

"There are many reasons to intensify the relationship,” said Sikri

She gave the exanple of the Asian currency crisis in 1997.

"Bot h countries should have | ooked at each other to find new markets
because there is so nuch synergy. For instance, in information technol ogy,
India has made great strides in software technol ogy. At the sane tine,

Mal aysi a has good infrastructure with excellent facilities like the
Mul ti medi a Super Corridor," she said.

"This is one of the fields where both can conpl enent each other. Then we
can be recession-proof as we don't have to depend on markets in the Wst,"
she sai d.

I ndeed, the marketing potential of India is huge.

She said India has one billion citizens and a majority of themare
nobi | e young educat ed peopl e.
O the one billion, she said, about 25 per cent are poor

"The next one-third of the popul ati on consists of people whomthe
I nternational Mnetary Fund defined as having increasing purchasi ng power
parity, that is, they have the capacity to purchase goods,"” she said.

That neans, there are about 300 mllion people with internationa
pur chasi ng power, equivalent to the entire popul ation of the United
St at es.

"The rest of the people, another one-third, are the newly educated whose
pur chasi ng power is grow ng," she added.

Thus, India is any nmarketer's dream because there's a | arge market
waiting to be tapped.

Mal aysi an conpani es have been making an inpact on India s infrastructure



devel opnent |ike the building of highways and ports.

In Mal aysia, Indian conmpanies like Ircon International Ltd have
contributed to the rail trans-portation sector.

The Ircon-built railway line, linking Port Tanjung Pel epas in Johor with
the national grid, was recently inaugurated by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohaned.

"Real i sing the inportance of business between both countries,” she
continued, "two agreenents and five nmenoranda of understandi ng were signed
when Indian Prime Mnister Atal Behari Vajpayee visited Ml aysia | ast
May. "

The two agreenments dealt with double taxation and the abolition of visa.

To further cement the good rel ationship that both countries are sharing,
she said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmed plans to visit
India this year.

"What | find nost |acking," she said, "is the fact that nost Ml aysi ans
don't know enough of India's progress. There are many business potentials
not exploited."

Anot her issue that should be devel oped is tourism

Last year, about 200,000 Indians visited Ml aysia while the nunber of
Mal aysi ans visiting India as tourists is negligible.

She said Mal aysi ans woul d have no problemgetting about in India as
English is the working | anguage there.

An average Indian, she said, is trilingual. They would be able to speak
H ndi, which is the national |anguage, English, and their nother tongue.

Anot her field that she said would benefit people of both countries is
educati on.

In the past, Ml aysians have been known to attend India's nedical and
engi neeri ng school s but now this has been negl ect ed.

Wth the exchange rate of 11 rupees to RML, nore Ml aysians shoul d
consi der this option.

There are 227 universities in India with 11,089 coll eges.

Among the fields that Mal aysians can enrol in are IT, nedicine,
engi neering, |aw, accounting, adm nistration, e-governance, human resource
in 1T and smart card technol ogy.

* The witer can be contacted at hmarj uni @stp.com ny
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