17 DEC 2002
Ads- Cont enpt
CONTEMPTI BLE TO G VE PRI ORI TY TO PAN ASI AN FACE | N ADS

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 17 (Bernama) -- The preference for using the
Pan- Asi an face in certain | ocal advertisements is contenptible, Deputy
I nformati on M ni ster Datuk Zai nudin Maidin said today.

He said this attitude anong the adverti sers showed that they were
pl aci ng t oo much enphasi s on noney and were suffering frominferiority
compl ex.

"They feel inferior to the whites and do not have the spirit of Asian
nationalismor feel proud to be Asians,"” he told a press conference on the
Angkasapuri Decl amati on 2002 here.

The Angkasapuri Declamation is a programe based on notivati onal
entertai nment whichis filled w th decl anati on of poens, sketches and
poetry songs.

Zai nudi n sai d the governnment wanted to create awareness to check the
probl em of preference for the Pan-Asian | ook in comercial s.

"I wish to rem nd advertisers and newspapers about this issue. They
shoul d be nore sensitive in produci ng and publishing advertisenents," he
sai d when asked whet her the government would restrict the use of the
Pan- Asi an face in advertisenents.

He al so said RTMwas drawi ng up programes that projected the harnony
of the nultiracial people in Ml aysia.

These progranmes were expected to be aired next year, he said.

Meanwhi |l e, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad will recite
his poementitled "Menghadapi Cabaran Menat ang Bangsa" at t he Angkasapuri
Decl anati on.

Dr Mahathir's poemexpressed his di sappoi ntment with the Mal ays for
still relying on crutches, Zainudin said.

He said Siti Nurhaliza would be presenting a song titled "Lel aki"
dedi cated to Dr Mahathir.

The Angkasapuri Declamation will al so record appreciationto the late
national |aureate Datuk Dr Usman Awang, whose wor ks nostly depi ct
constructive protests.

The event will be held at AuditoriumPerdana i n Angkasapuri at 9pmthis
Sunday.

O hers who will present their poemns include Kunpul an Puncak Sant ubong
Uni mas, Zubir Ali, Pyan Habi b, U haya Sankar SB and Zachari a Abdul Mji d.
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