24/ 11/ 2002
Controversy | oons over stand of MCA reps

Ai non Mohd; Freddie Ng; S. Shankar; Audrey Dermawan; K. Kandi ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - The two MCA Assenbl ynen's refusal to join other

Bari san Nasi onal backbenchers to oppose a notion tabled by the Qpposition
at the Penang Legislative Assenbly yesterday | ooks set to develop into a
full-blown controversy.

VWil e BN secretary-general Tan Sri Mhaned Rahmat accused Li m Boo Chang
( MCA- Dat uk Keramat) and Tan Cheng Liang (MCA-Jawi ) of having an ulterior
nmotive for refusing to vote against the notion, two MCA vice-presidents
cane to their defence

State Bari san Nasional whip Datuk Dr Hilm Yahaya said in Penang today
that he would subnmit his report to BN chairman Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad on Monday.

On the report to the Prime Mnister, Hilm said it would be on what
transpired during the voting.

Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon gave a witten report to Dr
Mahat hir's deputy, Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi , yesterday.

Mohamed said it was obvious that the two had their own interests as they
remai ned seated during a standi ng count.

"The two nust renmenber that they were given the seat to stand as waki l
rakyat for the constituencies by the party. It is only right that they
shoul d abi de by the BN rule.

"They should be loyal to BN, their duty is to help inplenent policies of
the Governnment and to carry out the instructions of the BN Governnent
while they are serving as wakil rakyat.

"When they do things behind BN, they disturb the snmooth running of the
CGovernment. W do not want people to perceive that there is a problemin
Penang MCA. Therefore, disciplinary action nmust be taken against them"”
sai d Mohaned.

An ul timatum woul d be issued to the two who had refused to vote agai nst
a notion tabled by an Opposition nenber to postpone the construction of
t he proposed RML.02 billion Penang Quter R ng Road.

MCA vi ce-presi dent Datuk Chan Kong Choy said Limand Tan shoul d be given
an opportunity to present their case.

Chan said the MCA | eadership should give the two a chance to expl ain.
"Both are seasoned politicians and have been all al ong supportive of the
BN. There nust be a reason why they refused to vote against the notion."

Al t hough Lim had declined to conment further, Tan said she would rather
quit then be forced to vote against her conscience because as a
responsi bl e el ected representative, she was enpowered by the people to
protect their interests.

Abdul | ah yesterday said they faced possi ble expulsion fromBN as their
action was a serious breach of discipline.

Anot her MCA vi ce-president, Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn, said the MCA woul d
wait for a report on the incident by Penang MCA chairman Whng Kam Hoong
bef ore taking any action.

"We nust get nore details. This is quite surprising as the two are very
loyal to the party and the BN."

Meanwhil e, the Central Ad Hoc No PORR committee appeal ed to national and
State | eaders not to act against the two.

"Wakil rakyat are supposed to voice the concerns of the rakyat, and the
two Assenbl ymen shoul d not be puni shed for speaking up,” said committee
co-ordinator Linda Lim
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