28 DEC 2002
Mahat hi r - NAM
COOPERATE TO AVO D TRAFFI C CONGESTI ON DURI NG NAM SUM T, SAYS DR M

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 28 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad has
expressed satisfaction with Mal aysia's preparations to host the 13th
Non- Al i gned Movenent (NAM Summit in February and urged the public to give
their cooperation to overcone the anticipatedtraffic congestion problem

The Prime M nister said today that he was quite worried about the
traffic congestion that m ght occur here during the period of the
conf erence.

As such, he urged the public to give their full cooperation so that
they coul d proceed with their daily activities and at the sane tine nmake it
easi er for del egates to reach t he conference venue.

So far all the necessary work has been done and Mal aysi a has drawn up a
conpr ehensi ve progranme i n the hope that it woul d energe as the best host
ever.

"The maj or problemis about traffic...we will have nore than 100
| ocations (places of acconmpdation for del egates) and they cannot reach
(the conference venue) at one tinme. They will arrive on a staggered basis."

Dr Mahathir told a news conference this after attending a briefing on
preparations to host the Sutmmit, which will be held at the Putra Wrld
Trade Centre (PWC) here fromFeb 15 to 28 next year.

"This means that fromthe hotels to PWC roads nust be opened (cl eared)
for them" he said.

Dr Mahathir said this woul d cause mnor traffic congestion to the
public as designated routes woul d be closed at certain tines to facilitate
t he journey of del egates to the conference venue.

The secretariat is aware of the problens that m ght arise and has
agreed to start the daily meeting alittle bit later, at 10am

"This is in the hope that the public can | eave for their office earlier
so that roads can be closed for a short period from8amto 10am " he said.

He urged t he people to cooperate by leaving for their office early on
t he days the Summit was hel d.

"W need to show a good image to the world, that the public in Ml aysia
can cooperate to make a success of a conference whichis quite big," the
Prinme Mnister said.

Dr Mahathir also urged the public to extend their cooperationto the
police, who will be holding a series of "trial runs"” in preparation for the
Sunmi t.

Earlier, he heard briefings by Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d
Al bar and the rel evant gover nment agenci es on preparations for the Sunmt.

The Prine Mnister al so i nspected the Dewan Tun Razak, which will serve
as a hol ding roomfor del egates, and Dewan Merdeka, the conference hall.
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