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Agong- Canmbodi a
COOPERATI ON BETVEEEN MALAYSI A AND CAMBCDI A BRI NGS TANG BLE BENEFI TS

By: Siti A shah Mhanad

PHNOM PENH, Dec 16 (Bernamm) - The Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed
Si raj uddi n Tuanku Syed Putra Jamalullail said the cooperation between
Mal aysi a and Canbodi a i n vari ous areas such as educati on, econom cs and
i nformati on has brought bot h si des tangi bl e benefits to their peoples.

He said the bilateral relations had i nproved significantly since the
first state visit on Dec 2, 1996.

"This is evident fromthe increased exchange of high-level visits and
peopl e-to- peopl e contacts between our countries,” he saidin his return
speech at the royal banquet hosted by Canbodi an Ki ng Nor odom Si hanouk at
t he Banquet Hall of the Royal Pal ace here tonight.

Al so present were Raj a Permai suri Agong Tuanku Fauzi ah Tengku Abdul
Rashi d, Canbodi an Queen Nor odomMbni neat h Si hanouk and | nfornati on M ni ster
Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob, who is the ninister-in-attendance.

Tuanku Syed Sirajuddi n hoped that his three-day state visit to Canbodi a
woul d contribute to further strenghthening the existing close and friendly
ties between Ml aysi a and Canbodi a.

He congratul ated the Canbodi an governnent for all its achi evenents and
continued efforts in realisingthe ki ngdom s devel opnent vi si on of having a
soci al | y cohesi ve, educational |y advanced and cul turally vi brant Canbodi a.

Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin al so congratul ated t he Canbodi an gover nnent for
successfully convening the Ei ghth Asean Summit Meeting in Phnom Penh, only
three and half years after the ki ngdombecane t he newest nenber of Asean.

"It is also delightful to note that PhnomPenh will be remenbered in
ASEAN s history as the first venue of ASEAN-India Summt.

"We are confident that inthe spirit of pronoting greater cooperation,
Mal aysi a, Canbodi a and ot her Asean nmenbers will strive forward and reap the
profits of our collective efforts,” he said.

He said he was proud of the active role played by Canbodi a and Mal aysi a
inthe regional and the international issues.

Meanwhi | e, Ki ng Si hanouk expressed his gratitude for the very inportant
state visit, whichreinforces thetraditional ties of friendship uniting
the two countri es.

He sai d Canbodi ans have a deep admiration for the huge efforts nade by
Mal aysi ans for the i npressive general devel opnent and constant progress
achieved in all areas of the edification of Mal aysia, under the | eadership
of the Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad.

"We |ike to pay a vibrant tribute to Mal aysi a, especially Dr Mahathir
who pl ayed such a beneficial role in the peace process, the return of
Canbodi a to sovereignty and national unity, after nore than tw decades of
war and tragedy," the King said.

He added that the multi-faceted Khrer- Ml aysi an cooperation is
exenpl ary both within the franework of the bilateral relations as well as
that of Asean.
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