23/ 09/ 2002

Costly nedical bills hurt those earning RV600 and above

KLANG Sun. - The Health Mnistry acknow edges that those earning nore
than RMbOO a nmonth are likely to face problens in paying costly nedica
bills to treat chronic diseases.

At present, only those who earn RM600 a nonth and bel ow are entitled to
receive financial assistance fromthe Chronic D sease Fund.

Heal th M nister Datuk Chua Jui Meng said he could not comment further on
this issue before the Finance Mnistry rel eased a detail ed guideline on
t he depl oynent of noney under the fund.

"You (reporters) have to be patient as the RMLOO million fund was only
announced | ast Friday by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanad
when he tabled the Budget 2003," he said.

Chua said the fund was to help the | owincone group who needed i nmedi ate
financial assistance to treat chronic di seases.

On the allocation of RW.55 billion to inprove the health facilities
next year, Chua said this was in line with the Government's intention to
pronmote the country as a health tourismdestination

He said all 70 governnment hospitals would be upgraded to smart
hospi t al s.
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