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Criticisnms are already under way, but Pak Lah should take themin his
stride

Shansul Akmar

THERE is a painting of Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad hangi ng on the wal l
at the 39th floor of Menara Datuk Onn in Putra Wrld Trade Centre where
the Umo suprene council holds its neetings.

The painting, which is just behind the chair of the president, shows Dr
Mahat hir in an aggressive stance delivering a speech.

On Tuesday, when Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi announced Dr
Mahat hir's preparedness to serve as Prine Mnister and in other positions
until Cctober next year, the painting appears to fit into the whole
pi cture.

In short, Dr Mahathir will still be with Abdullah, or Pak Lah as he is
affectionately called, during the transition period before Abdull ah takes
over all the responsibilities.

It was also noticed that the president's chair that Abdullah used on
Tuesday was | arger than that used by the supreme council nenbers.

And Abdul | ah showed no signs of disconfort when sitting in the chair.

This actually reflected the situation. Abdullah is going to succeed Dr
Mahat hir come Cctober 2003. Until then, Dr Mahathir is going to support
his successor in the transition

True, there can be hiccups in such political plans. But what had
transpired since Saturday, when Dr Mhathir announced his resignation and
retracted it an hour later, until Tuesday when Abdul | ah rmade the
announcenent on the transition of power, should put npost Ml aysi ans at
ease.

For one, Abdullah going out of his way to ask Dr Mahathir to w thdraw
his resignation is sonething which seenms to have been overl ooked by nmany
in the Malay community of |ate.

Bef ore Abdul [ ah, Dr Mahathir had faced anbitious Umo | eaders who coul d
not wait for the Prine Mnister to step down. They were prepared to
underm ne himand work with the eneny, local or foreign, to get himout of
of fice.

Sonme may conclude that Abdullah realises that he is not capable of
stepping into Dr Mahathir's shoes.

Even if the view that Abdullah is not capable is true, then Abdullah is
better than those who are incapable but are pushing thenselves to the
fore, offering thenselves as better |eaders to take over from Dr Mahathir.

To be realistic, Dr Mahathir's act is difficult to ermulate, not only by
Abdul | ah but by any other |eader in Ummo.

These are not the only “problens' that Abdullah faces.

Next year is the party's election year and it should be the platformfor
del egates to endorse Abdull ah as the successor to Dr Mahathir. The next
qguestion is who woul d Abdul | ah's choice be as his deputy 16 nonths down
t he road.

It could be any one of the three vice-presidents, Datuk Seri Najib
Razak, Tan Sri Mihammad Miuhanmad Taib and Tan Sri Miuhyiddin Yassin, in the
order of popul ar votes secured in the party elections in 2000.

Even though it is Abdullah's prerogative to choose his deputy in the
government, the party deputy presidency, as much as the presidency, has to
be determ ned by the party del egates.

However, given Umo's tradition, with the exception of 1987 when the
party was split due to the contest for top posts, subsequent change in



| eader shi p had been snoot h.

VWil e these concern internal politics, there are also external forces
whi ch Abdul lah will have to face. Apart from earni ng donestic confidence,
he woul d have to deal with the external forces which can be equally
i mportant.

Even before the transition gets underway, the foreign nedia has al ready
started to now Abdul | ah down with negative views, some quite malicious.

MCA Wanita chief Datuk Dr Ng Yen Yen was quick to notice this, singling
out yesterday's Asian Wall Street Journal article witten by Leslie Lopez.

She said the article quoted un-naned anal ysts as sayi ng that Abdull ah
may replace Dr Mahathir's econonmi c advisers who are highly respected by
foreign investors.

She al so took offence to the article which stated that Abdullah's new
role may lead to the return of w de-spread favouritismin business and the
use of awarding |icences and government contracts to increase political
clout in the patronage-driven Umo.

Anot her point which irked Dr Ng was the statenent that Abdullah could
al so attenpt to gain popularity by placing greater enphasis on
affirmati ve-action progranmes for Ml ays, which Dr Mahathir has been
trying to reduce.

In a statenment issued yesterday, Dr Ng questioned the notive of the AWE]
article which is aimed at pitting a Mal aysi an | eader agai nst anot her apart
from pai nti ng Mal aysi a negatively.

If it is any consolation to Dr Ng, such reports were witten about Dr
Mahat hir, especially after the 1997 econom c crisis and the 1998 political
crisis.

They regularly and collectively believed that Dr Mahathir was the reason
for anything that went wong in the country.

Now t hat Dr Mahat hir has decided to resign, Abdullah has becone the
target.ln fact, sonme of the points raised by the article yesterday had
been churned out against Dr Mahathir in the past.

Now, they are replacing Dr Mahathir's name with Abdul | ah.

Later when sonmeone succeeds Abdullah, all the AWSJ has to do is to nake
t he nane change again, and retain the angle.

The publication is only being consistent - that is, no Ml aysian | eader
i s capabl e of managi ng the nation. No Ml aysian | eader can be as capabl e
as a Western | eader.

Abdul | ah should not fret. He should, as tine progresses, prove these
prophets of doom w ong.

The painting of Dr Mahathir should be enough to inspire him
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