09 SEP 2002
Chua- Hospi t al
POSI Tl VE RESPONSE EXPECTED FROM HOSPI TALS TOPM S CALL

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 9 (Bernama) -- Health M nister Datuk Chua Jui Meng
t oday expressed confidence that private hospitals will respond positively
tothe Prine Mnister's call to themto reduce fees for the poor.

"I will have a neeting with the Private Hospitals Associ ati on of
Mal aysi a to di scuss ways by whi ch they can heed the Prine Mnister's call,”
he said.

He said it was part of the social responsibility in the nedical
profession to save |lives and provide hel p in an energency.

Chua, who is al so Chairman of the National Small and Medi umlndustries
(SM) Consultative Centre, was speaking at a news conference about the
Mal aysi a- Chi na Economi ¢ Conference here.

Dr Mahathir in his speech at the 10th annual di nner of the National
Heart Institue (1JN) |ast night asked private hospitals to reduce the
nedi cal fees for the poor needing treatnment and surgery.

The Prine Mnister had said that if Ml aysians were willing to donate
nmoney for the poor in need of nedical help, there was no reason why the
private hospital s and specialists should not do |ikewi se.

On the fund to hel p the poor in need of nmedical attention, Chua said
several private hospitals had already set up the Caring Fund to help the
poor .

He said the Cabinet recently decided that the Director General of
Heal t h study cases of chroni c di seases and deci de whet her the person shoul d
go for treatment in governnment or private hospitals or go for overseas
treat ment.

"If the personisto bereferredto private hospitals, newspapers can
continue to |l aunch fund raising canpai gns for the person," he said.

However the nedi a whi ch was organi sing the canpai gn shoul d get hol d of
t he rel evant nmedi cal papers and docunents fromthe ailing person and subm t
themto the Director-Ceneral of Health for eval uation.
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