23/ 06/ 2002
Using IT to teach subjects in English

Nur ai na Sanmad

I N an innovative approach to introduce the use of English in Science and
Mat hematics in schools, teachers will use CD-ROMS and conputers for the
subj ects, Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said yesterday.

He said this was to nake easier the process in view of the shortage of
Engl i sh | anguage teachers.

"W have to have this new approach because we cannot wait too | ong. W
will experiment this way," he told the Umo general assenbly in his
wi ndi ng-up speech.

The Prime Mnister said glitches in the inplenentation were expected but
the Government would swiftly find ways to overcone them

Courses woul d be prepared and designed with the necessary software
provided in this new approach.

"The pupils will be taught pronunciations of words. They will |isten and
they will pronounce the words. The teachers will also know and | earn
Conmputers will assist the teachers and pupils.

"If the pupils or teachers get the wong answers, the conputers will
answer in witten or oral form"

Dr Mahathir said this was not a conventional nethod, but then the
country nust apply such a nmethod if it wanted to see success early.

"W | eapfrog. W hasten the process because we have to," he added,
pointing out to the Ml aysian car project which took three years to
conpl ete through such an approach

He said that if Ml aysia had adopted the conventional approach, the
Prot on Saga woul d have been realised only in 2085.

Dr Mahathir said this was in line with Ml aysia's approach in achieving
success in all areas.

He al so expressed gratitude to the del egates for endorsing the
Governnment's policy on nmeritocracy and the 10 per cent allocation for non-
Bum putera in matricul ati on courses and Mara Juni or Sci ence coll eges.

On neritocracy, he said although Mal ay students had proven that they
excel | ed academi cally when they regi stered nore than 55 per cent in public
universities entrance, they should not be conplacent but work hard to
mai ntai n their performance.

On the 10 per cent quota allocation for non-Bum putera, he said this
woul d provide the conpetitive environnent for Bum putera students.

Mal ays, he said, nmust learn to "walk a little wi thout crutches".

But he said that in the inplenmentation of these policies, the interest
of the Mal ays and their future generations would not be ignored.

"Umo will not betray the Ml ays."

On assistance for Malay students to enter private colleges, Dr Mahathir
said that CGovernnent was always willing to offer financial assistance.

But he said, those who could afford to pay the fees, should do so and
not depend on the Government.

Dr Mahathir al so advised the Malays not to have a | ot of debts but to be
prudent in the nmanagenent of their finances, adding that he hinself did
not owe any bank any noney.

"I believe in the saying that one should neither be a borrower or a
| ender."

Dr Mahathir reiterated the need for self-reliance to prevent from being
behol den to others, taking the country as a prinme exanple of being able to
preserve her independence, politically and economcally.
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