02 AUG 2002
Cuepacs- Bonus
CUEPACS HOPES FOR TWO- MONTH BONUS

KUALA LUVMPUR, Aug 2 (Bernama) -- Cuepacs hopes the governnment will pay two
nont hs bonus to its 960,000 workers this year.

Its Secretary-General, Abdul Rahman Manan sai d Cuepacs' request for the
bonus was recently handed to Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, who
is also the Finance Mnister.

"We hope the bonus for civil servants will not be |l eft out this year because
it's inportant for civil servants to prepare for their children's schooling," he
sai d when contacted t oday.

The 2003 Budget will be tabled in Parlianment on Sept 20.

Cuepacs put forward the request as it was confident the government woul d be
able to afford it noww th the national economic growth, said Abdul Rahnman.

Abdul Rahman sai d the governnent was able to afford the bonus paynents
previously despite faci ng an econom ¢ sl owdown.

In last year's budget, Dr Mahathir announced a hal f-month bonus or at |east
RML, 000 and 10 per cent increase in basic salary for civil servants in January
2002.

Cuepacs was confident civil servants would be nore commtted after the
government repl aced New Renunerati on Schene (SSB) with the Ml aysi an
Remuner ati on Schene (SSM whi ch woul d conme into effect on Nov 1, he said.

The governnent's agreenment to replace the SSBwith SSMwas not related to
Cuepacs' demands for the bonus, said Abdul Rahman.

Meanwhi | e, he sai d Cuepacs recei ved many enquiries from Support G oup staff
who were not satisfied with their proposed RML5 pay-ri se.

Abdul Rahman said differences in the salary increase between the
Support Group was very wi de fromRM5 i ncrease for Managenent Group and
Pr of essi onal s and RML10 for Top Managenment G oup.

Cuepacs woul d hold a neeting with the Public Service Departnent to brief
uni on | eaders about SSMon Aug 20, he said.

Cuepacs woul d then hold a special neeting to get the response of union
| eaders and possi bl e suggesti ons for anmendnents on several natters not agreeable
in the SSM

"However we hope all parties will receive the newsystem after asking the
governnment to replace the SSB for such along time but there is a possibility of
sonme amendnents to the SSM" he said.

On Monday Dr Mahat hir announced the replacenment of SSB wi th SSM whi ch
woul d be based on i nprovi ng expertise and know edge of civil servants ai ned at
career devel opnent and sal ary increnent.
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