11 AUG 2002
Cuepacs- Al | owance
CUEPACS SUGGESTS " BOOK ALLOMNCE" FOR Cl VI L SERVANTS

KUCHI NG, Aug 11 (Bernanmm) -- The governnent shoul d i ntroduce a specia
"book al l owance"” in efforts to encourage civil servants to read English
books or novels to inprove their proficiency in the | anguage, Cuepacs
suggest ed t oday.

Its Sarawak Chairman WIliamGani Bina said with the high price of
Engl i sh paper back novel s costi ng bet ween RV60 and RMLOO, it was unlikely
governnent enpl oyees woul d fork out their own noney to buy an English novel
a nont h.

"As long as it does not cause a huge financial burden, the governnent
shoul d consi der i ntroduci ng book al | owance for civil servants soon," he
tol d Bernama

Under the proposed book al | owance, the governnment woul d rei nburse the
nmoney used by governnment enpl oyees to buy an English book or novel after it
was endorsed by the departnent heads, he said.

Heads of departnent shoul d endorse the purchase only after checking the
transaction recei pts and the book to avoi d abuse, he said.

Wth the current enphasis on English, Gani said the proposal woul d not
only benefit the government but woul d al so speed up the process of
mast eri ng Engli sh anbng students.

"Students whose father or nother is a governnment enpl oyee can inprove
their English by reading the books or novel s bought by their parents,” he
sai d.

Besi des i ntroduci ng the al |l owance, Gani urged t he governnment to | ook
for solutions to reduce prices of English books and provide incentives to
English translators to transl ate acadeni ¢ books fromBahasa Mel ayu.

"W hope when Prine Mnister and Finance M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad t abl es t he 2003 Budget on Sept 20, he will announce somne
solutions to these problens,"” he said.

Tax exenptions were not enough to incul cate readi ng habits anong t he
peopl e, he said.

Yest erday, Chief Secretary to the Governnment Tan Sri Sansudi n Gsnan
suggested that civil servants read an English novel a nonth in viewof the
worryi ng standard of the | anguage anmong t hem

Inline with the government's enphasis to master English, readi ng at
| east one book or novel in English by em nent witers would help master the
| anguage, he said.
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