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Cuepacs- Vati can
CUEPACS SUPPORTS DR MAHATHI R S TRI P TO VATI CAN NEXT MONTH

KUALA LUMPUR, May 27 (Bernama) -- Cuepacs, the unbrella body for civil
servi ce uni ons, today described Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s i npendi ng neeting wi th Pope John Paul |11 at the Vatican next
nmonth as a recognition to the | eader and the nati on.

Cuepacs president Datuk N. Siva Subramani amsai d Mal aysi ans shoul d be
proud of the invitation extended by the Roman Cat holic Church | eader to Dr
Mahat hir for a visit inconjunctionwith the prinme mnister'stripto
Swi tzerl and and Luxenbourg fromJune 9 to 12.

He said no Mal aysi an should try to turn the visit into an i ssue as Dr
Mahat hir was seen as the chanpi on of the poor and oppressed irrespective of
their faith.

"Dr Mahat hir has stood up for the poor and oppressed be they Mislins or
Christians. He is recogni sed as an international | eader and the invitation
by Pope John Paul Il is a recognition for Ml aysia," he told Bernama when
contacted here.

Siva said the neeting would be for the betterment of nankind.

"Dr Mahathir is not only a | eader of the Muslimworld but al so
recogni sed by the Western nati ons as a capabl e | eader who wi shes to see the
world as a better place to live in," he said.

Yesterday, Dr Mahathir confirmed that he had agreed to accept the
invitation and that the decisi on woul d be endorsed by t he Cabi net.

Various parties including the Catholic Church of Mal aysi a have wel coned
the meeting, saying it can enhance rel ations between Muslinms and Christians
at the national and international |evels.
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