21 OCT 2002
Cuepacs-Heal th
CUEPACS WANTS ASSURANCE ON HEALTH SCHEME

| POH, Cct 21 (Bernama) -- Cuepacs wants an assurance fromthe
Gover nment that the proposed nati onal heal th i nsurance scheme will be well
managed and the people's interest will be given top priority.

Its president Datuk N. Siva Subramani amsai d t hat Cuepacs wel coned t he
establ i shnment of such a schene but wanted it to di scussed t horoughly before
bei ng i npl enent ed.

"“If not properly done, many civil servants will be affected and the
people wi || be deni ed good health care,” he said after attendi ng t he Kol ej
Utara' s Deepavali N ght here.

He was commenting on Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad' s
statement on Cct 11 that a national health i nsurance scheme was needed as
t he Governnent woul d not be able to continue providing funds due to the
escal ating cost of health care.

Siva said the Government rust ensure t he peopl e were gi ven proper
expl anation as it shoul d not becone a burden to themafter being
i mpl enent ed.

He sai d peopl e had been enjoying free and good nedi cal care for a | ong
time and were nowworried that they would | ose this privilege in the future
with the national health i nsurance schene in pl ace.

"One reason why the present Governnent is popular is due to the free
medi cal care. If the health schene i s not properly managed, it will have
sone repercussi ons on the Governnent," he added.

Si va said the peopl e should cone forward and gi ve their response and
i deas to the Governnent so that a scheme that benefited everyone coul d be
devel oped.

However, Siva said the Government must ensure it had full control and
say in the running of the scheme and not |let the private sector runit on
its own.

"We al so want people's representatives in the body running the schene
so that the interest of the ordinary people will be taken care of," he
added.
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