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Current political devel opnents to dom nate fourth Asem neeting

Zainul Arifin

THE concrete barricades hastily put around the Bella centre here where the
fourth Asia-Europe Meeting will be held, and the stern but friendly wave
of the Danish police officers, are turning out to be the normrather than
the exception at the international sunmt.

The neeti ng begi nni ng Monday, which will be attended by Prime Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad as well as 24 ot her European and Asian
| eaders, is living the reality of post-Septenber 11

Meeti ngs now have turned out to be security nightmares, presumably to
not only plan but also to navigate around.

Thi s added di mensi on nevert hel ess speaks vol unes about the state of the
worl d now, and by extension, part of the agenda for Asem 4 has been nade
out .

Current political developnents will Iikely dom nate

On top of the list would be the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, the likely
mlitary action against lragq, and international terrorism

The presence at the sunmt of British Prime Mnister Tony Blair, one of
t he bi ggest European supporters of a mlitary canpai gn against Iraq and
who is currently canvassing international support for the nove, and recent
events in Palestine, wuld see to it that the issues be pushed to the
fore.

To be sure, menbers of the European Uni on, whose | eaders are attending
the sunmt, are thenselves at odds with one another over their stance over
t hese i ssues.

Nevert hel ess, observers are waiting to see if Asem4 may see the EU
presenting a conmon stand.

VWile Asemin itself is an informal summit, the presence of three UN
Security Council nenbers - Britain, France and China - as well as the
Eur opean Uni on, and the collective voice of 10 Asian countries, have |ent
the nmeeting sone political weight in these precarious tines.

Dr Mahathir, as he is likely to do, may raise the issue of the current
war on terrorismthat is warped with mstrust, generalisation and
i nconsistencies that is |likely do nore danage than hel p the cause.

The current US-Britain dogged fervour to punish Iraq is just but an
exanple, and he is likely to caution against that.

In the current environment, where flashpoints around the world are
hastily coloured in the broad strokes of international terrorism Asem has
taken the added responsibility of bringing sone |evel of sanity to
i nternational discourse

The likely root causes of terrorism be they political or economic in
nature, would need to be identified and resol uti ons be sought.

Thus, it is natural that Asem extends beyond becomng a forumfor
econom ¢ co-operation but that it also incorporates political and pressing
soci al issues.
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