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CUSTOVS PROCEDURES TO BE SI MPLI FI ED FOR | NVESTORS' BENEFI T

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 20 (Bernamm) -- The governnment plans to sinplify and
st andar di se prevailing custons procedures and regul ati ons to ensure
i nvestors get the best treatnment in the handling of inport and export of
goods.

"Anong the steps to be taken are that nmovenent of taxabl e goods between
free zones or for export will be exenpted frombank guarantee, and novenent
of taxable goods will require only a single form"™ Prine Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d when tabling the 2003 Budget i n t he Dewan
Rakyat today.

To save tinme and cost, the custons departnment woul d not reexam ne goods
t hat have been i nspected by ot her agenci es such as the Health Mnistry and
Agriculture Mnistry, he said

To prevent the snmuggling of cigarettes, the governnment will introduce
speci al stickers or codes to be affi xed on each packet of cigarettes to
i ndi cate that tax has been paid.

Simlarly, the government woul d al so i ntroduce stickers on other itens
such as |i quor and nedi cines, not only to ensure taxes have been pai d but
al so to protect custoners frompurchasi ng counterfeit goods, he said.

Dr Mahathir also said all civil servants would be reorientated and
i ncul cated with excel |l ent work cul ture whi ch enphasi ses ef fi ci ency,

di scipline, trustworthiness and conmitnent as well as a pro-business
attitude i n inplenenting governnent policies.

"An efficient, fast and client-friendly delivery systemof the civi
service ensures the snooth and ef fective i npl ementati on of nationa
devel opnent policies and strategies,"” he said.

"Inthis regard, the civil service nmust reduce bureaucracy and revi ew
all regulations and procedures to expedite dealings with the public.

"This will facilitate businessnenin their dealings with the government
and reduce t he cost of doi ng busi ness, thereby enhancing the nation's
conpetitiveness."

Dr Mahathir said as the governnent was concerned with the wel fare of
civil servants and sensitive to their problens, it recently agreed to
i npl enent the Si stemSaraan Mal aysia (SSM al t hough it woul d i nvol ve an
addi tional expenditure of nore than RM300 mi |l on.

The Prime Mnister said the governnment was confident that its
i npl ementati on woul d benefit civil servants and the nation.

SSM was based on increased conmpetency and i n-depth know edge of a civil
servant, he said.

To enabl e civil servants to carry out their duties effectively, the
governnent will ensure they renmin healthy and producti ve.

"Under the current regul ations, officers in the nanagenent and
pr of essi onal category, 40 years and above are encouraged to under go nedi ca
exam nations fromtinme to time. This facility i s now extended to all civi
servants in the support group,” Dr Mahathir said.

He sai d the government had devel oped t he Putrajaya Adninistration
Centre to be the centre of excellence in public adm nistration
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