22/ 09/ 2002
Cutting red tape for exporters, inporters

Azura Abas

KLANG Sat. - The Custons Department will soon introduce an all-in-one
formto enable freer nmovenent of goods, Deputy Finance M nister Datuk Chan
Kong Choy said today.

He said with the introduction of the form exporters and inporters would
no |l onger have to fill in many forns for goods to pass Custons.

At present, those who want to inport goods will have to fill in the
Custonms' formone, for export (the Custonms' formtwo) and to nove taxable
goods (Custons' formeight).

"Undoubt edly, this new systemw || save tinme by nore than 50 per cent,
reduce cost and avoid confusion with the inplenmentation of the all-in-one
form

"It will sinplify the Custons procedures as suggested in the Budget
2003," he told reporters after |aunching the Peninsula Custons Departnent
Marine OFficers Association annual general neeting here.

Al so present were Deputy Custons director-general (preventive) Datuk
Zal eha Hanzah and State Custons director Datuk Wazir Miaz.

The Budget 2003, tabled by the Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad yest erday, had highlighted several suggestions to pronote freer
noverent of goods through Custons, including the novenent of taxable goods
between free zones or for export which will be exenpted from bank
guar ant ee.

On the proposal that the Custons should no | onger re-exam ne goods that
had been inspected by other agencies, Chan said the suggesti on was anot her
effort to reduce red tape in Custons procedures.

"As a preventive neasure, we will set up inter-mnistries and
departnments for co-ordinati on and co-operation between the rel evant
agencies to nonitor the novenent of goods,"” he said.

Meanwhi | e, Zal eha said, the departnment would intensify checks on
smuggling activities.

"We are inproving and strengthening our intelligence ability by working
closely with our counterparts locally and abroad as well as identifying
new nmodus operandi used by snugglers,” she added.

The Custons Departnent, she said, had stepped up its enforcenent on
several high-risk products which were likely to be srmuggled in or out of
the country, namely liquor, cigarettes, textiles and cars.

She al so warned the people against trying to circumvent the rules and
regul ati ons as the departnment was ready to stop them
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