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MALAYSI AN SADDENED BY LOSS OF HS WFE | N SEPT 11 ATTACK AT WIC

By: Sal ny Hashi m

NEW YORK, Feb 5 (Bernamm) -- Ml aysi an Lee Ki mLiong never thought that
his daily tel ephone chat with his wife, Ang Siew Nya, who worked at the
Wirld Trade Centre, would be his [ast on Sept 11 | ast year.

"She would call every day at 8 in the norning to check on our two kids
before they go to school fromher 95th floor office at WIC. Sept 11 was her
last call," says Lee at the nakeshift nenorial next to Ground Zero, the
site where two hijacked aircraft were brutally ramred into New York's twin
t owers.

Lee chokes back his tears as he views the site where his wife used to
work with a conpany called Marsh USA I nc, an insurance broker.

Al that's left of WICis a bare piece of property where digging
continues for the remains of |oved ones and ot her val uabl es. Several dunp
trucks stand by to collect the remains for further inspection at nearby
Staten |sland.

Lee, 40, who works at a tradi ng conpany in New Jersey, recalls that
bl ack Sept enber day.

"When | heard the terrible news | rushed to the tel ephone to call her
but all the lines were down. | tried to go to Manhattan but all the roads
and bridges were closed. It was only on the third day that | managed to get
there. But | was told that she and t housands others were gone."

Ang, his late wife, left behind two young girls -- aged 4 and 8
- who are learning to grow up wi thout their nother.

"The ol der one is very helpful. She is taking care of her younger
sister," says Lee as he waits for Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad and his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Ali, to arrive at the site.

Three Ml aysi ans were buried at the crash site with al nost 3, 000 ot her
peopl e.

Visitors viewing Ground Zero are surrounded by nmenorabilia and pictures
left by loved ones. There is a card that says, "Happy Anniversary to ny
husband” with a half eaten anni versary cake wapped in al um niumfoil

Anot her is a picture of a smling young man in his 30's which says:

"This is ny dady (sic) - Mke Wiwoley - | love him" The letter is
acconpani ed by a drawing of a red heart and a bl ack heart.
There are other touching scenes -- a row of bears, angels cut out from

paper, a hat of a fireman, candles |it everywhere, pictures and nore
pi ctures of victins. Each sad picture tells a sad story that tears at your
soul

The wall of the menorial says: "In nenory of the international victins
of the Wrld Trade Center attack. Sept 11, 2001." Flags of countries where
the victins cane fromare painted on the wall which is nowfilled with
condol ence nessages fromvisitors.

Dr Mahathir and his wi fe appear overwhel med by the scene. The Prine
M ni ster was given a briefing by an official fromthe Mayor of New York
City's office. And he wote a condol ence nessage next to the Ml aysi an
flag.

Dr Mahathir, who is deeply saddened by the tragedy, hopes that nothing
like this will happen agai n because the victins, including the Ml aysians,
are i nnocent.

"After seeing the place, | feel nearer to the incident...difficult to
under st and how peopl e could do such a thing. | feel very much saddened. .
nmore terrible to see pictures (on tv) of people junping out the w ndows and



falling to their deaths," he said
The t hi ck snoke which had envel oped the area is gone. But the breeze

still brings with it a light dust and the faint snmell of death.
May Ang and the thousands of victins at Ground Zero rest in peace.
- - BERNAMA
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