15/ 06/ 2002
PM No need for 10pc quota (HL)

Fi rdaus Abdul | ah

PETALI NG JAYA, Fri. - There is no need for a 10 per cent quota for

Bum putera students at private institutions of higher |learning as this my
wor k agai nst the community in future, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said
t oday.

The Prime Mnister said Bum putera participation in such institutions
should not be Iimted to a specific percentage as their nunbers coul d grow
in years to cone.

"Why confine it to 10 per cent if you can have 50 or 60 or even 100 per
cent?

"There are private institutions where we have | arge nunbers of
Bum putera students. So, if you say 10 per cent, you are limting them If
they are qualified, they should be allowed in .. any nunber, why limt
t hen®?"

The Prime Mnister was speaking at a Press conference at the RMAF Subang
air base this norning upon his return froma week-1ong working visit to
t he Vatican, Luxenbourg and Switzerl and.

Dr Mahathir said the quota systemhad in fact discrinmnated agai nst
Bum putera students at public universities in recent years, as they had
been imted to 55 per cent of the overall intake.

"This is what happened at government universities. The nunber of
Bum putera students who qualified is much nore than the quota. Al the
time, they have been given the quota of 55 per cent. So many Bum putera
students could not join despite being qualified.

"This year, as you know, they are qualified. So nore than 60 per cent
were admitted into public universities,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said private universities should be prepared to admt even a
| arge nunmber of Bumi puteras if they were qualified.

"If you fix it at 10 per cent, then even if they are qualified, they
can't get in ... this is not right,"” he said.

The Prime Mnister also disnmssed as a "m sunderstandi ng" the recent
spat between Umo Youth chief Datuk H shamuddi n Hussein and MCA presi dent
Datuk Seri Ling Liong Sik over the issue.

On a suggestion by Umo Youth that the Umo party el ecti ons be postponed
until after the next general election, Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president,
said it was up to del egates at the com ng Umo general assenbly to
del i berate on and deci de.

"It is not for me to decide. You have to ask the del egates,” Dr Mhathir
sai d.

Umo deputy president and Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi, who was al so present at the Press conference, said three
nmoti ons had been tabled for debate at the general assenbly, which begins
on Tuesday.

Abdul | ah said these would be on education, religion and society, and the
presi dential address.

Asked if the general assenbly would be the |ast before Parlianment was
di ssol ved to make way for the 12th general election, Dr Mahathir said: "I
don't know, nmaybe you know better ... so | don't have to answer.”

On the Swiss Governnment's readiness to assist Malaysia in its probe into
the Perwaj a scandal, Dr Mahathir said they woul d co-operate by providing
information on all financial transactions related to the conpany.

Asked if Swiss officials would be called to testify and if Perwaja's



fornmer managi ng director, Tan Sri Eric Chia, would be charged, the Prine
M ni ster said the question should be directed to the Anti-Corruption
Agency.

( END)
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