14/ 08/ 2002
Factors that ensure good governance

reports on "Mahathir D al ogue On The Advancenent O The Unmah 2002" by
LIFE, liberty and property cannot be protected unless the conditions that
pronmote wars, and communal, racial or religious riots are neutralised,

Uni versiti Teknol ogi Mara assi stant vice-chancellor (Special Functions and
Laws) Prof Dr Shad Sal eem Farugi said.

He said in addition to preventing conflict and ensuring peace, good
governance incl udes tackling poverty, effective public sector managenent
and controlling the private sector without crippling it.

Speaki ng yesterday to participants to the Mahathir D al ogue On the
Advancenent of the Ummah - at Cybervi ew Lodge, Cyberjaya, he spoke on
basi c features of the Ml aysian Constitution and i deas on denocracy and
good gover nance.

"Ml aysia has a commendabl e record in this area as its religious, ethnic
and linguistic mnorities live in peace and harnmony in a way that has few
parallels in the world," he said.

No CGovernment, he said, could claimsuccess if it was unable to ensure
its popul ati on enjoyed the freedomto |live w thout fear

He said Governnents need to beware of the private sector's greed and to
try and enforce sone controls on "casino capitalisnt.

"If good corporate governance can be encouraged, that will protect con
sumers, inprove standards in business, encourage foreign i nvestnent and
| ead to i nproved perfornmance by conpani es,” he said.

O her principles necessary for good governance are good | eadershi p,
proper hierarchies and organi sational structures, participatory denocracy
and devel opi ng human capital

Shad al so spoke on issues relating to the Federal Constitution, such as
the parlianmentary governnent, electoral denocracy and the division of
| egi sl ative, executive and judicial, and financial powers between the
Federal system and the States.

In the case of Terengganu introducing Pas hudud, he said, State
Governnments only had the powers to enact Islamic | aws that were not
included in the Federal Iist.

"Crimnal lawis in Federal hands. State assenblies are increasingly
treating Islamic laws as if the entire field were theirs.

"W nmust wait and see how the courts will decide."

He said although there was a degree of restraint in the mainstream
Press, books and journals were abound with plenty of information on
political and econom c issues.

Shad | ater answered questions from participants on Ml aysia's Conference
of Rulers, the Iine drawn between State and Federal powers, the nedia and
adat | aw.

Ei ght een prom nent scholars and representatives of Mislimcommunities of
North Anerica and Europe are attending the dial ogue to discuss issues of
concern to Mislins.

The di al ogue is organised by the Institute of Know edge Advancenent
(I nKA) of Universiti Teknologi Mara, together with the Institute of
Di pl omacy and Foreign Relations of the Prime Mnister's Departnent.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad will noderate the session
t oday.
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