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Dr Mahathir: Jakarta is not involved (HL)

Noor Adzman Baharuddi n; Mari na Enmanue

PENANG, Tues. - Malaysia will not seek an explanation fromthe |Indonesian
Government or send a strong protest over the burning of a replica of the
Jalur Gemilang by a small group of radical I|ndonesian nationalists, Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d today.

Descri bing the incident as ganpang (easy way out), the Prime Mnister
said it did not reflect the Indonesian Governnent's stand.

"The | ndonesian population is nore than 200 mllion and there is bound
to be a small nunber of irresponsible people anbng them

"We cannot respond to the action (of burning the Ml aysian flag) since
it is not reflective of the Indonesian Governnent's stand.

"I't was not done by the Indonesian Governnent but by an extrem st group

"W view the action as ganpang and will not protest or seek an
expl anation,” he said after attending a |uncheon to honour eight pioneer
mul ti nati onal conpanies and 12 small and nedi um scal e i ndustri es.

The | ndonesi ans who burnt the replica of the Jalur Gemlang in Jakarta
yesterday had cl ai ned that Ml aysia nmeted out harsh punishnents to illega
immgrants fromthe republic.

The I ndonesi ans were nenbers of a group naned after the republic's flag,
Sang Saka Merah Puti h.

Asked for his advice to Ml aysi ans who wi shed to visit Indonesia in
light of current devel opments, he said: "At the nonent, there is no need
to go there.™

Dr Mahathir al so said the Governnment woul d revoke the pernmanent resident
status of any person found guilty of commtting serious crimes.

In Putrajaya, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said the
I ndonesi an Gover nment shoul d ensure Mal aysians in the republic were not
exposed to any security threat.

He al so said the burning of the Malaysian flag should not happen agai n.

"W hope the I ndonesian Governnent can take nmeasures to renedy the
situation. Don't let the people worsen the situation (between the two
countries)," he was quoted as saying by Bernama

He said burning the flag was not the way to conduct internationa
rel ations.

"We shoul d not be guided by enotions in dealing with internationa
rel ations.

"In this matter, the (Indonesian) nmedia and the | eaders should play an
i nportant role by not taking an anti-Malaysia stand,” he said after
receiving five US congressional staffers at his office.

He said while some | ndonesians were angered by the Ml aysian

Governnment's decision to jail and whip illegal inmmgrants, they should not
forget that there were still many |Indonesi ans worki ng here, earning a
living and sendi ng noney hone.

The | aw, he said, was neant to stemthe inflow of illegal inmgrants,

and the punishnment applied to those workers from other countries as well.
Foll owi ng the fl ag-burning incident, Syed Ham d yesterday advi sed
Mal aysi ans to put off any visit to Indonesia.
He said Mal aysia woul d ask I ndonesia to explain the incident through
di pl omati ¢ channel s.
"Let me nmake this clear. W are not saying Mal aysi ans are banned from
going to Indonesia, but go there only if you have inportant things to do.
I think in this kind of situation, there will be people taking the | aw



into their own hands. They have to think about Indonesians working here as
wel |, " he said.

Syed Hanmid said Wsma Putra was nonitoring the situation in Indonesia
but hoped that the Asean partner would take i medi ate neasures to stop the
radi cal group fromjeopardising bilateral ties.

Meanwhi | e, Bernama reported from Jakarta that Indonesia reacted with
di spl easure at Kual a Lunmpur for issuing a travel advisory calling on
Mal aysi ans to avoid visiting the republic.

I ndonesi an Foreign Mnistry spokesman Marty Nat al egawa said the advisory
was unwarranted and not based on the actual situation in Indonesia.

"The fact is, Ml aysians in Indonesia are secure and confortable. They
are not being threatened or harassed,"” he was quoted by the I|Indonesian
nati onal news agency, Antara, as saying.

But a AP report, from Jakarta, said the Speaker of Indonesia's top
| egi sl ative assenbly wel coned the travel advisory.

Speaker Ami en Rais said Malaysia's travel advisory was "a good thing".
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