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DR MAHATHI R TO BRI DGE GAP BETWEEN THE WEST AND MUSLI M WORLD

From Zul kefli Salleh

JEDDAH, Cct 20 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d today
he is prepared to continue to play a role to create understandi ng and ease
tensi on between the Muslimworld and the West after his retirement in
Oct ober next year.

"I amprepared to play the role but not as Prine Mnister,"” he told
Mal aysi an journalists, here today.

When asked in what capacity he was prepared to play the role, he said
the matter coul d possible be thought of later but again stressed it would
not be in the capacity of Prime Mnister.

Dr Mahathir was asked to el aborate his reply to a question by a Saud
at a press conference, held earlier, whether he would continue to speak for
the Muslimworld because his | eadership was still needed, especially when
the Sept 11 attacks on the United States had polarised the world into the
West and the MuslimWbrld and caused tension between the two sides.

Respondi ng to the question at the conference packed with Arab
journalists and a nunber of foreign correspondents, Dr Mahathir did not say
whet her he was willing to continue to play that role but said: "I don't
think I can do all these things al one."

Dr Mahathir, who will chair the neeting of the Organisation of Islamc
Conference in Cctober next year, stressed there was a need for both sides,
the United States and the Muslimworld, to sit down and think why people
were resorting to terrorist acts.

Noti ng that responses fromboth sides so far over the issue had not
been quite rational, Dr Mahathir reiterated that terrorismcould not be
elimnated by attacking a country and erecting barriers and taking security
nmeasur es.

"Both sides are angry. The Anericans are angry because for the first
time their country has been attacked. The Muslins are angry because they
have been accused of terrorism as if everyone of themis guilty,” he said.

The Prime Mnister, who ended his two-day visit to Saudi Arabia today,
said that he had during his bilateral talks with Saudi |eaders di scussed
the issue on Iraq and probl ens faced by the Muslimworld and how t hey
shoul d take a conmon stand on these issues.

Dr Mahat hir had an audi ence with King Fahd yesterday and held bil atera
talks with his Saudi counterpart Crown Prince Abdullah Abdul Aziz and paid
a courtersy call on Deputy Prime Mnister Prince Sultan in Riyadh.

Dr Mahathir said he al so discussed bilateral issues particularly on
econom ¢ cooperati on.

Earlier in the day, Dr Mahathir had a di al ogue session with Saud
busi nessnen organi sed by the Jeddah Chanmber of Conmerce and I ndustry
(Jeay.

The di al ogue recei ved overwhel mi ng response where Dr Mahat hir shared
Mal aysi a' s experience in devel opi ng her econony and answered no | ess than
10 questions fromthe floor. It was a preparatory session for the Jeddah
Econom ¢ Forumto be held in January.

Dr Mahathir also delivered a keynote address at a sem nar on Vision and
Chal | enges of the Saudi Arabi an Econony organi sed by the Saudi Arabian
Chanmber of Conmerce and Industry in Riyadh yesterday.

He was also feted to a dinner by Prince Sultan |l ast night at his new
pal ace designed after an old pal ace he grew up in, and presented the Prine
M nister with an Arabi an horse.



Dr Mahathir is scheduled to return hone tonorrow norning after
concluding a three-nation visit, beginning Cct 16, which took himto India,
Paki st an and Saudi Ar abi a.
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