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"We nust find national consensus to deal with unresolved policy-rel ated
i ssues’

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Malaysia has to strive to find national consensus in
dealing with many unresol ved policy-related i ssues to ensure the country
will withstand the challenges of globalisation

UN Speci al Envoy to Myanmar Tan Sri Razali Ismail said although the
denogr aphi c variants of Ml aysians mght make it difficult to achieve a
consensus, national unity should hel p Mal aysi ans achieve it.

He said the people nmust understand each other's needs to ensure
stability and that present as well as future | eaders should keep abreast
of gl obal changes.

Razali said this in his speech titled "From I ndependence to the 21st
Century: Approaches in Malaysia's Foreign Policies" at one of Young
Pr of essi onal s Chanber Ml aysia's (Promuda) "Perspectives fromthe Past,
Par adi gns for the Future" lecture series.

He said the country had made sone serious niscalculations in its foreign
policies in the past and this had to be addressed and not repeated.

Citing cases |like the strained Singapore-Ml aysia relationship because
of the water issue, he said | eaders should be tactful and display their
professionalismin handling situations that could determ ne the progress
or downfall of the country.

Razali al so urged Mal aysi an foreign representatives to practise
proactive di plonacy in addressing international issues including foreign
policies, forestry matters and ot her energi ng probl ens.

"They have to hone their skills of arguing to nake an i npact
internationally and not be on the sidelines.

"Proactive diplomacy has to be doubled and its intensity has to be |ike
before."

On the transition of the Ml aysian | eadership, he said the country stil
required the essential pre-requisite of having a good | eadership to be
able to brave the chall enges of globalisation

"It is not possible any nore to surrogate the responsibilities of the
nation to a sole leader, but it is a task all should undertake."

To the nore than 200 participants at the event, Razali said Ml aysia was
fortunate to have a good | eader, as over the years, Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad had successfully led the country to a respectable
hei ght .

The event was organi sed by National Econom c Action Council and Promnuda,
a society targeted at young professionals below 35, with a m ni mum basic
degree qualification, working in the service industry or serving in an
executive or managenent position in the private sector

Promuda organises a regul ar series of nmonthly private dinner talks with
prom nent speakers fromthe private and public sectors, hosted by various
cor por at e bodi es.

About 70 | ectures have been planned for the next three years.

Those interested to attend the |l ectures and view Pronuda's new y-
est abl i shed e-nmagazi ne Prodi gy, can visit its website at ww. pronuda. com
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